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MASSIVE NEW GULF INSURANCE, REINSURANCE VENTURE FORMED 
Dubai AL-BAYAN in Arabic 21, 24 Oct 81 


/Article by ‘Ali Ibrahim: "The Story of the Birth of the First Arab Insurance 
Leviathan'"'/ 


/21 Oct 81 p 3/ 


/Text/ Any company that wants to engage in economic activity can enter the market 
for the first time in two ways: either by infiltrating quietly and without com- 

motion and implanting its presence step by step, or by invading the market in the 
midst of a commotion that stirs up great clamor, meaning, at the same time, that 

the entry will be strong from the beginning. 


The Arab Insurance Group chose the latter way to begin its activity, in the midst 
of a massive Arab and international insurance display in Bahrain last Saturday and 
Sunday, on the occasion of the official inauguration of its activity, in the pres- 
ence of more than 700 heads of insurance companies, major investors and journalists 
from various areas of the world. The emirates were represented there by a delega- 
tion headed by Shaykh Hamdan ibn Rashid, minister of finance and industry, the con- 
tained Ahmad al-Tayir, assistant deputy minister of finance and the vice chairman 
of the group, and Ahmad Lutfi, manager of public relations in the ni--istry. 


The story of the group began, specifically, in April 1980, when circles in inter- 
national insurance organizations greeted the news of the signing by Libya, the 
emirates and Kuwait of a contract to establish a massive insurance and reinsurance 
organization under the name of the Arab insurance Group with great amazement. 


The source of the amazement was the immensity of the group's authorized capital, 
which was $3 billion, representing 20 times the amount of insurance shares in the 
New York insurance exchange and more than six times the shares of the international 
Lloyd's organization which is more than 300 years old. 


At that time, circles in international insurance organizations raised questions 
on the degree of seriousness of the people who were planning to establish the 

group, especially since they were doing so at a time when the market was suffer- 
ing from recession and a price war. 





However, when the group started its forward progress, international insurance 
organizations came to sense the seriousness of the project, and the group, as 
western sources said at the inauguration celebration, proved that it was more 
advanced than the international bodies had expected and that it could challenge the 
most massive international insurance groups because of its immense financial re- 
sources. 


AL-BAYAN's partic. -ation in the inaugural ceremony displays gave it an opportunity 
to get close to the manner of thinking of the people who established the group and 
its officials in order to observe its procedures, projects and goals. 


Fawzi Musa‘id al-Salih, chairman of the board of the group, concentrated on three 
points: 


First, the group is established on purely economic foundations and has no political 
goals among its objectives, nor will it receive any political support, although its 
founders consist of three governments. 


If a country leaves the group, its stock will be offered for sale in accordance 
with the recognized rules of the market. 


The second point is that the group will begin its activity in a relaxed atmosphere, 
in the sense that it will not rush after markets in search of rapid profits, but 
will enter a market only after thorough study and after guaranteeing that its ex- 
pertise on that market is complete and the ingredients for success are assured. 
Sources among the delegations said that this policy is supported by the group's 
massive capital, which gives it strong financing powers and financial stability 
for a long period. 


An International Body 


The third point the group's board chairman stressed is that in spite of the group's 
Arab nationality it will operate in international markets as an international in- 
surance organization according to economic criteria without preferring one market 
over another. 


Fawzi Musa'id al-Salih did not ignore the importance of the Arab and Gulf insurance 
market. He said that in the projects and investments in the area the volume of 
risk requiring insurance came to about $20 billion. Although the group chairman 
pointed out that 80 percent of its activities in the past 2 months since it started 
its activities came from outside the Middle East, Western insurance company sources 
have pointed out that the group is situated in the most rapidly growing insurance 
market in the world. 


The Arab insurance market began to develop following the oil price increases in 
the early seventies. Estimates indicate an average increase in insurance instal- 
ment income of 20 percent a year between 1975 and 1978. 


Doubling of Activity 











The group chairman also pointed out that the volume of the activity since the 
group started its work last 1 July exceeded expectations to the point where the 
anticipated volume of insurance instalments up to October 1982, which was $50 mil- 
lion, doubled to $100 million. 


We Have Not Come out against Anyone! 


Fawzi Musa‘id al-Salih also emphasized that the group has not come out against any- 
one. Its desire to establish a truce with the international groups in the initial 
period has been apparent, and it was apparent to AL-BAYAN, when he said "We do not 
want to provoke anyone now, until we get beyond the starting period. The market 
has room for everyone." 


This desire was also apparent as regards the group's position on the fact that 
Lloyd's recently raised the war risk insurance rates in the region. He said, "We 
can help in this area by reaching understanding with the international firms. 
Naturally our presence in the region will help establish a kind of confidence among 
them concerning the circumstances and conditions in the region. 


Why 3 Billion? 


But why the sum of 3 billion in capital? ‘Abd-al-Latif Kanafani, a major official 
in the group and its official spokesman, said, in a meeting with AL-BAYAN, "We all 
know that reinsurance activities are concentrated on trust, in the sense that many 
companies begin their early years in this field just to get the confidence of 
agents, and, because the process takes years, we need great financial resources in 
order to achieve fiscal stability. In addition, its immense capital creates the 
requisite trust because it means that the group will be able to bear massive risks, 
even if losses occur. 


"It is true that the paid up capital so far totals $150 million out of a total of 
$3 billion in authorized capital, but this sum is now adequate to cover the conm- 
pany's activities. As soon as the need to increase the capital paid in is felt, 
the subscribers will be called upon to increase their shares." 


Concentration on Reinsurance 


The group will concentrate its activities on reinsurance processes. Its board 
chairman says that also among its objectives is to help developing countries 
acquire sound expertise and understanding in the insurance field. 


For this purpose, a site of 10,000 square meters has been set aside to establish 
the Arab Insurance Institute in the al-Hawrah area of Bahrain. 


He added that the group is concerned with preserving its Arab personality and 
giving people from the Arab countries an opportunity to develop their abilities 
and qualifications in this area. A number of Arab delegates have actually been 
sent to insurance colleges and institutes throughout the world and there will 
soon be an expansion in this program whereby the group will offer 40 study grants 
a year. 








Why Bahrain? 
Why the choice of Bahrain as a center for the pursuit of the group's activities? 


"Aud-al-Latif Musa'id al-Salih said that in addition to the commercial renown 
Bahrain has enjoyed since ancient times, it has succeeded in consolidating its posi- 
tion on grounds that it is an international financial center where ali the necessary 
facilities and means for effectively pursuing commercial and banking activity are 
available, 


Political Events 


He answered a question on the effect the political events in the region, especially 
the Iraq-Iran war, had on the group's activities by saying, "As long as we have a 
telex and means of communication, nothing will obstruct us." 


Other questions remain on the activity of the group through which, with the of- 
ficial announcement of its inauguration, the Arab world is entering the world of 
international insurance; those we will leave to the next instalment. 


/24 Oct 81 p 3/ 


/Text/ Although the official inauguration of the Arab Insurance Group in Bahrain 
last week is to be considered a major Arab economic event in every sense of the 
word, the group's officials insist that the group is not just a new addition to 
existing Arab economic organizations--it is a massive addition to the world insur- 
ance market, 


Fawzi Musa'id al-Salih, chairman of the group, insisted, in the first segment of 
this report, on imparting this character to the group, stressing that it would not 
discriminate between one group or another in its dealings. 


This casts great challenges and burdens on the group in the initial period of its 
activity, especially since it is occurring in circumstances of intense competition 
among international groups, some of which have exisced for 300 years, and a state 
of recession in the market. 


Fawzi Musa‘id al-Salih stressed "The group realizes that it is venturing on its 
activities at a time when there is surplus insurance capability in the market, ai- 
though it is certain that the insurance worid will benefit from the reliable re- 
sources the group will provide for reinsuring increasing risks of a complex nature 
that are expected to become ordinary and familiar in the last two decades of the 
20th century. 


"In addition to the increased risks and responsibilities derived from oil produc- 
tion in offshore areas and from the field of aviation, there now are dangers of 
greater scope that the insurance companies are covering, in new fields such as 
satellites and space exploration. 


We Will Not Outstrip Our Expertise 








"The group is determined to develop itself rapidly in order to become one of the 
greatest insurance organizations in the world, insuring various types of risks; 
however, we will always be concerned to carry out our activities in a context where 
we have expertise and will not fail to penetrate new markets and fields when our 
expertise permits us to do so." 


He said, “At the outset, the group will engage in reinsurance activities only, but 
it is determined to enter the insurance market directly when it acquires an ade- 
quate amount of expertise, and we will always be anxious to avoid outstripping the 
expertise we have acquired." 


Circumstances of the Market 


Two points in the group chairman's conversation are noteworthy: emphasis on know- 
ing the circumstances of the market at present and an emphasis on not outstripping 
expertise. 


The circumstances of the market, as statistics show, reveal that this century has 
witnessed great change and expansion in supply in the field of insurance. At the 
start of the 19th century, there were only 30 insurance companies, 14 of which were 
British, while there are now more than 10,000 groups of international insurance 
companies, in addition to their branches, which come to 30,000. 


At the start of the seventies, there were about 196 groups specializing in reinsur- 
ance; the number by 1979 had risen to 240. 


Surplus 


In spite of the presence of surplus insurance capacity in the world, insurance or- 
ganizations have been compelled to reduce installment prices to the lowest possible 
degree, although these instalments consist of a percentage of the value insured. 
These organizations have proceeded to rely on high interest rates to enable them- 
selves to cope with insurance requirements and realize profits. 


Expertise in this area is also needed because the insurance industry has come to 
depend on very high information-gathering and analyzing technology and on determin- 
ing the degree of risk and ascertaining the nature of the market before embarking 
on it, lest its losses be exorbitant. 


An 18-Month Program 
But how will the group cope with all this? 


"Abd-al-Latif Kanafani, a group official and its official spokesman, said "The 
group has a plan for an 18-month program for entering world markets. This includes 
travel and contact with international companies, since this type of work requires 
personal meetings. 


"Also in the context of this program, numerous representatives’ offices will be 
opened in the United States, Western European capitals and important financial 
capitals so that we will be close to the markets." 














'Abd-al-Latif Kanafani went on, "We will concentrate on reinsurance. Of course we 
are aware of the circumstances of the competition, but this is a healthy climate. 
In accordance with the directives of the board chairman, we will be working in a 
relaxed atmosphere so that we can acquire expertise, and we are not rushing our af- 
fairs. Of course, we started out with a goal, but what I mean is that we will not 
be rushing our affairs lest we go into markets on which we do not have adequate 
information. 


Two Types of Investment 
"What about the group's investment policy? 


"There are two types of investment we are intending to carry out. The first is 
long-term investment, which involves training the human element; this will benefit 
Arab companies and insurance sectors in the developing countries. 


"The second area is short-term investment, In this field, we will concentrate on 
investing the surplus of our operations in high-level investment activities in the 
international market, so that these can be shifted immediately into liquid capital 
anytime we want if we need it. 


"Will the group engage in activities of investing in projects? 


"We are not an investment company, and, as I have pointed out, we will resort to 
types of investment that will not freeze our funds, in the sense that we will be 
able to acquire liquidity at any time." 


Faruq Kawija, a technical director of the group, stated that the group would engage 
in contractual and optional reinsurance activities. 


The first type is one in which more than one body takes part by virtue of agree- 
ments; the second takes place optionally. 


With regard to recourse to middlemen, he stressed that the group would resort to 
them as every international group does, since they are of course important. 


Why the Group Now? 
But why was the Arab Insurance Group established at this time? 


'Abd-al-Wahhab /sic/ Kanafani picked up the thread of the conversation, stating 
that in 1979 the feeling of the importance of establishing this sort of group in 
the Arab area arose; after the economic organizations in the area had evolved, it 
was necessary in turn that a group be established that could engage in reinsurance 
activity. 


On the policy of employment in the group, he pointed out that there would be about 
100 employees in the group at the end of the year. 








Maximum Limits 


As regards the existence of maximum limits on reinsurance activities the group car- 
ries out, Faruq Kawija said that those came to about $25 million per operation and 
that they varied according to the nature of each operation. That does not mean 
that the group does not agree to operations involving higher figures; that depends, 
rather, on the operation itself. 


After ascertaining the ideas of group officials, it remains for us to learn the re- 
actions of Arab and Western insurance sources. 


At the press conference held during the celebrations, an Arab journalist expressed 
a wise observation, asking whether the group would pursue the same methods as in- 
ternational groups in collecting information, which in some cases depend on intel- 
ligence agencies. 


That reflects the extent of the effort and the means the international groups re- 
sort to in collecting their information. 


'Abd-al-Latif Kanafani asserted that the group would pursue the most modern methods 
of gathering economic analyses and data by legitimate means, in accordance with 
recognized rules. 


A Show of Force 


The Western reactions were characterized by receptivity mixed with a certain show 
of force. Peter Green, head of the British Lloyd's group, said that Lloyd's wel- 
comed the Arab Insurance Group as a new force in the world of insurance and wel- 
comed cooperation with it in the field of training its staffs. He added that he 
welcomed the statement by the group's head that it would not outstrip its own ex- 
pertise and go into international markets without sufficient experience. 


Lionel G Jones, chairman of the Panatlantic Insurance Group and chairman of the 
federation of members of the New York exchange, said thet the group had great op- 
portunities, with its massive capital, but that capital was not everything. 


This all shows the extent of the competition and the challenges the group is ex- 
pected to face at the start of its activity. 


However, in conclusion, it is necessary to record the group’'s enthusiastic policy, 
which it intends to carry out in the first years of its activity, in the objective 
of forming a serious basis for its transactions, 


We must not expect enormous activittes from it at the beginning, since it is not 
expected immediately to dominate a major share of market transactions; rather, the 
group intends to let its transactions evolve as it acquires the necessary 
expertise. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ROME MEETING HELD TO SUPPORT PALESTINIAN WRITERS 
Tripoli AL-FAJR AL-JADID in Arabic 9 Oct 81 p 2 


(Article: "International Conference for Solidarity with Palestinian Jour- 
nalists and Writers Inaugurated" ] 


[Text] The International Ceaference for Solidarity with Arab Writers and 
Journalists was inaugurated last Wednesday morning in Rome, the capital 
of Italy. The conference was made possible with the cooperation of the 
Arab-Italian Friendship Society. 


After a statement by (Ivuli), the president of the Arab-Italian Friendship 
Society, welcoming and thanking those attending the conference, the con- 
ference began its agenda with a speech by the president of the Arab Jour- 
nalists' Union, Sa'd Qasim Hamadi. Mr Hamadi emphasized at the outset of 
his speech that the Arabs got rid of al-Sadat who had sacrificed the 
dignity of the Arab nation and made it possible for world imperialism to 
persecute the Palestinians. 


Hamadi added, "We are beginning the agenda of our conference with the dawn 
of a new age after the death of al-Sadat. We are meeting here to affirm our 
support and our solidarity with the Palestinian people so they can live in 
freedom. [We are meeting here in the hope] that the dawn of freedom may 


shine on the holy land and bring with it a just peace." 


Hamadi added, "Arab writers and journalists have resolved to complete their 
course in this direction, keeping their hands on their weapons so they can 
defend their dignity and have a country. We are affirming that Palestine 
belongs to the Palestinians, and we are assuring the Palestinians who lost 
their lives in battle that their blood will embrace the new civilization, a 
civilization of equality and coexistence among nations." 


Hamadi concluded his speech by saying, "We are holding our conference at 

a time when conspiracies against the Palestinian people and the Arab nation 
are increasing."' He was referring in this regard to the recent raid on 

the Iraqi nuclear reactor. He affirmed that Zionism did not want the Arab 
nation to achieve progress in any area, and he called upon the conference 
to assemble all the capabilities of journalists in the world in order tc 
contribute to the liberation of Palestine. 


—_ we ee ere ee eee 














After that Yasir ‘Abd-Rabbih, PLO information official spoke. On behalf of 
the PLO he thanked chose attending the conference for attending the con- 
ference and participating in it, and he said, "The importance of the con- 
ference stems from the fact that it contributes to the escalation of our 
struggle against Zionism which is trying by all means to reinforce its 
occupation of the occupied land at the expense of the Palestinians. Zionism 
is always trying to destroy Palestinian culture and the Palestinian 
identity." 


'Abd-Rabbih added, "Since the 1967 war Zionism has been trying to confirm 
its occupation of Palestinian territory just as it has also been trying to 
persecute those with a Palestinian identity in Palestinian territory. 


"The Israelis, according to their plans for the next 10 years, are trying 
to wear down the Palestinian identity and are using all means to do so." 
He referred to the siege and the imprisonment which Zionism has been prac- 
ticing against the Palestinian press and Palestinian journalists, and he 
also referred to the fact that the Israelis were shelling Palestinian 
schools for the purpose of destroying Palestinian culture. 


After that Juliano Silrestri member of the Italian parliament and presi- 
dent of the Arab-Italian Friendship Society spoke. In his speech he 
insisted on the solidarity between the Friendship Society and the 
Palestinian people, the Palestinian writers and Palestinian journalists. He 
emphasized that [the latter] were struggling against all kinds of per- 
secution to live in dignity and for freedom. 


Lebanon's minister of information and tourism, Marwan Hamadah spoke. He 
said, "European public opinion is no longer ignorant as it was in the past 
of the dimensions of the Palestinian tragedy, since Israelis are still 
practicing their expansionist policy against any Palestinian presence, 
even in the area of Palestinian writers and journalists." 


Marwan Hamadah added, "Zionism intends to obliterate Palestinian presence." 
He said, "The fact that Israelis have not been able to achieve this is due 
to Palestinian journalists and writers who were able to uncover these 
plans." 


Marwan Hamadah concluded his speech by saying that the Lebanese were 
declaring their solidarity with the Palestinians. "The blood of 

Palestinians killed in action is mixed with the blood of Lebanese citizens 
who lost their Lives for the sacred cause of Palestine, which has become an 
inseparable part of our history." 


Brother Yasir ‘Arafat sent a cable to the conference on behalf of the PLO. 
He thanked those attending the conference for participating in it, and he 
assured them that the Palestinian Revolution would continue on its course 
to liberate Palestine. [He assured them that the Palestinian Revolution] 
will fight Zionism and imperialism and that it will escaiate the struggle 
especially against the recent strategic alliance between the United States 
and the Zionists. 


8592 
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EGYPT 


MAGAZINE PROVIDES ILLUSTRATED NARRATIVE OF NEW PRESIDENT'S CAREER 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 16 Oct 81 pp 75-81 


/Article: "Husni Mubarak: A Personal Portrait"/ 


/Excerpt] Here is tie man. 


And here are his methods--a military man who reached his civilian positions through 
personal ability alone. There was nobody with influence in the family he was de- 
scended from. 


Because he is a pilot, he does not know how to stop in one place and it is im- 
possible for him to turn back. The man had 14 classes of pilot cadets graduate 
under his supervision. 


The important lesson he has learned in the 53 years of his life is that truth is 
the shortest way to human happiness and that the straight path is the shortest 
distance between any two points in the world today. 


Everyone has his distinguishing features. This man's features are a strong per- 
sonality, a clear, well-organized mind and an ability to immerse himself in his 
work. He is realistic, logical, cool-headed, organized and precise in his appoint- 
ments to the degree that people set the clocks by him in the Air College. The 
man's experience is broad. By the end of October 1980 he had made 25 trips abroad 
in which he made 120 visits to 40 countries. Some of them he visited more thaa 
once on serious, delicate missions. The longest trip took 3 weeks, in which he 
visited North Korea, the People's Republic of China and America. The biggest and 
most trying of his trips was when he visited 17 countries in just 15 days. 


Let us start his life's story from the beginning. 
In a Village in the Egyptian Countryside 


Kafr al-Musaylihah is a small village near the town of Shabin al-Kawn, the capital 
of al-Minufiyah; just 1 kilometer used to separate it from the town. Now Kafr al- 
Musaylihah is part of the town, a small district in it with an area of 550 feddans, 
its population totalling 10,000. Its most important feature is the high rate of 
education on the one hand, and the fact that its streets are almost straight, not 
like the streets in other villages of the Egyptian countryside. The high rate of 
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education in that village prompted many of its people, among them ‘Abd-al- ‘Aziz 
Fahmi and 15 professors who are in Egyptian universities now, to go out into the 
world and play many important roles. This current academic year 150 students from 
the village are studying in universities. The village has produced 10 counsellors. 
It used to be a village in al-Minufiyah, then a decree was issued making it a sec- 
tion of the town of Shabin al-Kawn. 


Kafr al-Musayliheh has three schools, two primary and one preparatory, and a health 
unit. By its own efforts, a religious institute was built in the village where 
English is taught. In the village there are a young persons’ club, group consumer 
cooperative society, and an electric plant which supplies four other villages. The 
odd thing is that there is not a single coffee-house in the village. There are 
five mosques in the village, including the Mosque of ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz Fahmi, which is 
of historic value. Out of the five mosques, one that belongs to the Ministry of 
religious Endowments and the rest are private. Very few inhabitants of the village 
are engaged in farming; education and white collar work are more important than 
farming in the opinion of inhabitants of the village. 


Kafr al-Musaylihah was the stage that witnessed Husmi Mubarak's arrival in this 
world, 


That Day in May 1928 


The day was 4 May 1928. Muhammad Husni was born then. His father was Mr al-Sayyid 
Ibrahim Mubarak. His family went back to Sidi Mubarak, founder of the well-known 
mausoleum in Zawiyat al-Bahr in the Governorate of al-Buhayrah, which visitors 
from all areas go to to bless. People also state that Sidi Mvberak was a disciple 
of the holy man Sidi Ahmad al-Badawi, who is buried in his rausoleum in Tanta. 


For more than 300 years, the family moved back and forth, going to its town, al- 
Musaylihah in the District of Shabin al-Kawm, then leaving the town with some in- 
habitants of al-Musaylihah about 200 years ago and settling on the banks of the 
Lake of al-Shabin, which is the place that is now known by the name of the village 
of Kafr al-Musaylihah. Among those who left al-Musaylihah and settled in the 
village was Husni Mubarak's great grandfather. Kafr al-Musaylihah is known amons; 
the people of al-Musaylihah as Kafr Paris, because the illiteracy rate there is 
absolutely nonexistent; tnere is not a single illiterate person in it. Husni 
Mubarak's father worked as an official in the Tanta court before the court of 
Shabin al-Kawm was established. Because he was a government employee, he lived in 
al-Quwaysina for a period of time, up to 1936, then was transferred to Ashmn, 

and finally Shabin al-Kawm harbor. The man was transferred to retirement in June 
1960. At the time he was transferred to retirement, his job was inspector in the 
Ministry of Justice. He passed away in the year of his retirement. 


His father was an only child who had no brothers. Nonetheless, he sired five 
children, four boys and a girl. The children were Samiyah, Sami, Husni, Fawzi 
and ‘Isam. ‘Isam is now working in a bank. Sami returned to Egypt after an 
absence abroad that lasted 25 years and is self-employed. Samiyah is married to 
an agricultural engineer, al-Sayyid "Izb, in the agricultural department in Takh, 
and lives in the town of Tukh in the Governorate of al-Qalyubiyah. 


ll 














Childhood is the first source of one's credentials; it leaves its marks on a man's 
personality throughout his entire life. Husni Mubarak joined the Kafr al-Musaylihah 
elementary school, then the al-Masa'i /al-Mashkurah/ secondary school in Shabin al- 
Kawm. Since the family was living in Kafr al-Musaylihah, the secondary school was 
in Shabin al-Kawm, the distance between the village and the town was 1.5 kilometers, 
and the child was from a middle class family, the only solution was for him to go 
from the village to the town every day--a trip made once in the morning and once 
again in the afternoon every day for the sake of the quest of knowledge. 


The Love of Flying in God's High Skies 


In November 1947, the world was opening its eyes, the post-World War Two world was 
coming into being, and the young man Husni Mubarak joined the War College, saying 
goodbye to life in the village and the small town and to the trip from the village 
to the town and back again every day. He set out for the War College. Those who 
had lived with him when he was a child in the village say that he was a serious 
child, a youngster who absorbed all the subjects of our world with a certain degree 
of seriousness. It appears that the trip every day from Kafr al-Musaylihah and 

the return had engendered in him the power to endure, a feeling for the rough life, 
reverence for work, and self-reliance, all of which are characteristics that qualify 
the person who possesses them to turn toward military studies specifically. Husni 
Mubarak graduated in February 1949 with the rank of second lieutenant. His life's 
journey could have taken him at that point on a conventional path--second lieu- 
tenant, then an ordinary officer in the armed forces, advancing in rank and ordin- 
ary grades. However, it is certain that some side events in a person's life are 
influential and have an effect not just in forming the present but also in setting 
out the shape of tomorrow as well and determining the features of the distant 
future. What happened is that while Husni Mubarak was taking examinations to grad- 
uate in the War College, he applied for admission to the Air College and actually 
took physical and medical fitness tests, then was admitted to this faculty, from 
which he graduated in March 1950. 


Military aviation has a history in Egypt. The history goes back to the formation 
of the first Egyptian squadron on 2 November 1932. That is Aviation Day in Egypt. 


He graduated as a combat pilot from the Air Faculty. 
How expansive That World Seems 


Up to the moment of graduation from the Air College, the scope in which he moved 
about was limited. However, graduation delivered him to a wide, hospitable, ex- 
pansive world. He discovered that it was a world without other limits as well. 
In the period in which he was functioning in the world as a pilot, a fighter in 
the Egyptian armed forces, his journey to discover the world took place on two 
bases, the first, study fellowships to study, understand and absorb, and the 
second, military excursions, primarily to carry out military missions. The former 
was in the direction of the Soviet Union and the latter was in the direction of 
Asia, then fraternal Arab countries. Since this type of excursion took place at 
an early stage of his life, it left clear marks on his consciousness later. Let 
us start with the trips on study fellowships, which were to the Soviet Union. On 
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the first fellowship he acquired training in Ilyushin-28 bombers and worked in a 
bomber squadron. Then he assumed the command of a bomber squadron. On the second 
and third tours he studied heavy bombers and engaged in higher studies in the 
Frunze Academy. He acquired a War Staff certificate, then after that traveled 

twice to the Soviet Union in 1972, once with President Anwar al-Sadat. He stayed 
for a while there after his return to complete the military side of the discussions. 
Once again he traveled on a mission to negotiate military matters and issues be- 
tween the two countries. Of these trips, he says: 


"I engaged in my studies there and was not involved in anything else except studies. 
I went from the training academy to my place of residence, and from the residence 

to the training academy--that was all. Most of my dealings were with the Egyptians 
in our embassy and I had no other contacts. That was the case when I was in Moscow, 
and it also was the case when I was in the Frunze Academy." 


The other missions during the period of military activity were to Arab countries. 
He took part in the war in Yemen, went to Iraq, traveled to the Sudan and took part 
himself in the military activity that occurred to save the revolution in the Sudan. 


After that he traveled to many countries in the world, once he had become a public 
personality whom everyone was closely watching. However, the basic advantage to 
these early excursions was that he saw the world himself, through his own circum- 
stances, and that all these trips were for a goal which was close to the heart and 
agreeable to the spirit. The features of these excursions were simple. The things 
people do in the early years of their lives are not forgotten; their tastes and 
flavors remain forever in one's life, and the faces of the ordinary people that one 
meets in the simplicity of those days of remoteness from fame and public roles re- 
main vivid in one's memory, living, moving, interacting, coming and going. In all 
che following years, forgetfulness fails to obliterate the features of these vital, 
pulsating memories, though it is true that he traveled to many countries in the 
world after that, met the leaders and rulers of the world of today, and dealt with 
them from close at hand. 


Half a Lifetime with Comrades in Arms 


Husni Mubarak spent 26 years of his life under arms. If we add another 6 months 
to those, that would make exactly half of his lifetime now. He has spent half a 
lifetime, with all its moments, seconds, minutes and days, as a fighter pilot far 
removed from the luxury and softness of civilian life in a wholly rough, decisive 
military atmosphere. In this atmosphere the pages of his military file also seem 
filled with missions. He was chosen to work as an instructor in the Air College, 
then assumed a position in the War College staff and became the assistant head of 
instructors there, and, following his return to Egypt from his first study mission, 
took over the command of the Cairo West base. He was selected to teach aviation 
in the Air College while he held the rank of captain, although instructions stipu- 
late that an officer of the rank of lieutenant colonel must do this job; he per- 
formed this job in view of his competence and his ability, the discrepancy in rank 
notwithstanding. In November 1967 he took over the position of director of the 
Air College and was appointed chief of staff of the air force on 23 June 1969. He 
continued to occupy this position until President al-Sadat's decree was issued on 
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23 April 1972 appointing him commander of the air force, and on 29 May 1972 a de- 
cree was issued appointing Maj Gen Husni Mubarak deputy minister of war in addition 
to his job as commander general of the air force. In February 1974 he was promoted 
to the rank of lieutenant general and on 15 April 1975 he was appointed vice presi- 
dent and started a new chapter in the story of his life, in which he would play a 
completely new role on his country's political stage. 


He had met President al-Sadat twice. The first occasion was in the distant past, 
before the revolution, in al-‘Arish. The second meeting laid fertile ground for a 
real acquaintance between them. That was in the Island of Aba in the Sudan, during 
the problem the island faced. The meetings became numerous and repeated themselves 
often after that during the period of preparation for the October war. Husni 
Mubarak was one of a group of senior commanders who were close to President al-Sadat 
in those decisive days before, during and after the October War, The minutes of 

the meetings held to prepare for the October war bear witness to the role Husni 
Mubarak played in that war. 


Of this period, his comrades in arms say: 


Husni Mubarak was always the talk of his service and the talk of the people who 
knew him. They saw him living with his command every hour of the day and night. 

He did not sleep one night at home for a period of 3 months after the fighting 
ended, The men in his service were accustomed to "setting" their watch by the ap- 
proach of his car to the entrance to his command. He would enter this door every 
day before the war in the morning at 0745 hours and he knew the names of all the 
men in the service. Indeed, he knew them personally. He memorized their children's 
nemes and ages. He is decisive and firm, but he also is an excellent friend who 
opens his heart to every pilot in his service and tries to solve their problems with 
them. He shone as a pilot after each war we entered. He flew for 6 whole hours and 
returned after the fighting to the airfield, waited until the plane was resupplied 
with bombs and fuel, then resumed flying. He was an excellent instructor in the 
Air College, then a brilliant commander in the college, playing squash during the 
lunch hour to keep up his physical fitness. He is always anxious to keep his in- 
formation fresh, reads a lot and talks little. His interests in reading are many. 
He reads about all periods of Egyptian history. 


From the June Defeat to the October Awakening 


In 1967 Israel managed to give the Egyptian air force a blow which dealt it many 
heavy losses, However, what happened is that the June war turned into a point of 
departure for the construction of the modern Egyptian air force and when the 6 
October 1973 war came,the Egyptian people's memory became a treasury full of heroes 
and rare stories of self-sacrifice. On the role the air played in this war, 

Husni Mubarak says, 


"On 6 October 1973 we made the main air strike with a very large number of air- 


planes. That was at zero hour. In that concentrated strike we smashed the enemy's 
air strips, command centers, jamming centers and missile sites. 


"We skirmished with the enemy in seven very violent battles in the first 6 days 
of the war. One of the battles lasted 50 minutes--normally air battles do not 
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take more than 10 or 15 minutes. Our air sorties to help the armies and strike 
at the enemy's reserves came to 2,500 in 7 days. 


"The Egyptian pilots achieved records for takeoffs with fighters. They smashed 
the previous figures, when takeoffs would take place between 2.5 and 3 m.autes." 


Giving the other side of the picture, an Israeli armor officer described the re- 
sults of the aerial bombing of his formation by Egyptian fighters to us, stating 
“Bombs rained down from every direction, and I heard our soldiers' voices crying 
"they are Egyptian planes!’ At that point I jumped out of my armored vehicle in a 
state of near dizziness and at the same time the first bombs from the Egyptian air- 
planes were falling here and there to the ground. I felt a_severe inflammation in 
every part of my body and rushed headlong toward the /Canal/ bank. I saw four MiG 
aircraft swooping down over our heads and immediately observed bombs falling and 
missiles pouring down on the site. When I got to the bank I saw that it was a 
slaughter," 


It is certain that the splendid performance the air force displayed in the war of 
liberation had the major influence in the advent of Husni Mubarak to the realm of 
political activity after that. He won the confidence of the president in the 
October struggle, and at the same time won the confidence and respect of all. 


In September 1976 it was declared that Husni Mubarak was busy writing his memoirs 
on the role of Egyptian aviation in the October war. These memoirs dealt with the 
harsh continuous preparations to train pilots, the re-establishment of the system 
of airports after June 1967 and the operations that the aviation performed during 
the war of attrition. In these memoirs, he recites the details of the first air 
strike in October. These memoirs, which have not yet been published, come to 500 
full pages. 


Close Friends and Relatives Talk about Him 


Let us leave the public role and try to get close to ordinary people. This time 
we will approach him through the ordinary people who have met him and who have had 
contact, closeness and encounters with him in periods of his life. The voices and 
memories of other people reconstruct the life of the man as it seems to the eyes 
of these others. 


He is now head of a family. His children are ‘Ala', a university student, and 
Jamal, a student in the secondary stage. The comrade of his life, Mme Suzanne, 

is from a family in al-Minya. She was born in the village of Matay in the Governor- 
ate of al-Minya in Upper Egypt. Her father is Dr Salih Thabit, a doctor, and she 
has one brother. She married after acquiring a general secondary certificate from 
the English School in Heliopolis. At the outset she devoted herself entirely to 
her family life, and bore ‘Ala‘' and Jamal. After that she studied in the depart- 
ment of sociology at the American University and carried out many studies on the 
social situation in Egypt. She did a field study on family planning problems in 
the village of Matay in al-Minya Governorate. Her research for the university 
degree was on the environmental circumstances of children in Bulaq, an ordinary 
section of Cairo, and the social services that could be provided for them. She 
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received a degree with distinction for this research and is now doing higher 
studies at the American University in Cairo. 


Let us start the journey with the voices of others concerning hin. 


"Abd-al-Majid ‘Atiyah, an Arabic language teacher who taught the student Husni 
Mubarak at the al-Masa‘i secondary school in Shabin al-Kawa, says, "He was distinct 
from his other colleagues in class in that he did his work quietly. It was his pro- 
clivity for sports that caused him subsequently to turn to military life." The 
Arabic language teacher says that Husni Mubarak's father, may God have mercy on hin, 
asked him to persuade Husni, after he received the diploma from secondary school, 
to go to the teachers’ college to become a teacher. The teacher tried, but Husni 
insisted on going to the War College, and all efforts to persuade him to go to 
teacher's college failed. His insistence on going to the War College was out of 
the ordinary, and his father respected his insistence. 


Let us leave the teacher and approach his colleagues in studies and the camaradie 

of the studies. He engendered a certain amount of human warmth in his relationships. 
Muhammad Hathut, a colleague of Husni Mubaraks’ in his studies who now works as the 
director of the office of the deputy minister of education in the Governorate of al- 
Minufiyah, says that the start of their friendship was when Muhammad Ja'far, the 
instructor of the Arabic language in the school at that time, died: "That teacher 
was from the village of Kafr al-Musaylihah, and in spite of his youth Husni stayed 
with me the whole day until we offered condolences to the teacher's family." 


Muhammad Hathut says, "Husni Mubarak was known among his colleagues for his intense 
commitment, in addition to his great excellence in Arabic language and history. He 
was an athlete and played some sports like field hockey, squash and ping pong. He 
was captain of the hockey team in high school." 


Among the happy memories of youth, it is related of the student Husni Mubarak that 
he formed a financial cooperative group with his colleagues. Everyone would pay 
5 piasters a month and every contributor would receive it in turn. This was a 
type of cooperation to help poor colleagues buy what they needed. 


Eng Hasan, Husni Mubarak's first cousin, says of him that he was devoted to his 
family and to the people of his village. He visits this village on many religious 
occasions, holidays and national days. He is said to have an enormous capacity 
for work. He can work 20 out of 24 hours. Athletics constitute an important part 
of his everyday attention and he cannot spend a day without engaging in sports. 


Political Interests Came Early 


Eng Sulayman Faraj Sulayman says "Husni Mubarak had an interest in politics very 
early. He was a member of the political committee in the school and had an intense 
interest in the events taking place in the country.” He was with him in the al- 
Masa'i al-Mashkurah School in the period 1942-1947, and, although he was not more 
than 14, he was the safety valve in that committee. 


16 











He says that he did not feel any surprise when Husni Mubarak chose the War College. 
All preparations had led to that. A young person who is described as being ex~- 
tremely precise about appointments and very punctilious in his conduct is bound to 
enroll in the War College. 





The mother of Hajj Muhammad 'Ali al-Sayyid ‘Abdallah, vice principal of the secon- 
dary girls' school in Shabin al-Kawm, was Husni Mubarak's father's first cousin. 
Of him, he says "I was his colleague in the school days. His most important char- 
acteristic was his devotion to principles, his adherence to those principles, and 
his refusal to deviate from them." He says that one of his earliest characterist- 
ics was his refusal to be deferential, even to the people closest to him. He re- 
lates a specific incident about that: "I had a brother who acquired a bachelor's 
degree in social services and was a soldier in the army," he said. "He was in 
Suez. I went to Husni Mubarak and asked him to have him transferred to someplace 
pleasant in the country. However, he refused and told me, ‘He must be treated 
just like every other draftee in the army.'" 


Muhammad Musa Mubarak, his father's first cousin, relates a story about him, say- 
ing "He entered primary school at age 8. He stood out among the people in the 
town for his tranquility, silence, and diligence and firmness in dealing with 
things. When he came home from school he would greet the men. He was good at 
listening to older people in the family. He spoke only if asked to. He wore 
gowns like all the children in the village and often went to the ‘Abd-al-"Aziz 
Mosque, where he performed all prayers on time.” 


Musa Mubarak says that the family offered two martyrs in the October war, Rabi‘ 
Muhammad Mubarak and Sa'id Ahmad Mubarek, who received the military badge of the 
republic, 


The Children of Kafr al-Musaylihah and the Planes in the Air 


It is a spectacle that is repeated often in Kafr al-Musaylihah,and one which has 

been occurring since Husni Mubarak graduated from the Air College and found work 

as a combat pilot. The children in that small village do not know the difference 
between fighter planes and civilian aircraft and do not know the distance between 
civilian and military aircraft, for they look with a rare degree of enthusiasm at 
every plane flying in the sky; airplanes sow dreams in people's spirits and draw 

a picture of a remote country where no one has traveled in people's minds. 


Finally, one of the people of the village became a pilot, flying an airplane that 
drinks from the heart of the eky perfrmed with the scent of eucalyptus and pierces 
the clouds that look like carded cotton. The children stand and, whenever an air- 
plane passes by, the picture of Husni, the son of the village, leaps to mind; for 
this reason when they observe an airplane they point their little fingers to the 
sky and their little throats call out with the voices of pristine innocence; they 
say: 


"Husni! Husni!" 
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They raise their voices and try to overcone the noise issuing from the plane. They 

try to have a link with the son of their village, who went forth from here one day, 

but it is certain that our children will grow up and that accurate knowledge of 

this world will take the place of childish amazement. They will know that the young 
man who was a pilot has now become Egypt's fourth president and the man responsible 

for leading the land, all that is in it and all the people on it. 
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/P78/ /Caption/ A snapshot of the village of Kafr al-Musaylihah from which 
Mr Husni Mubarak came. 
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VARIOUS ATTRIBUTES OF MUBARAK'S PERSONALITY DESCRIBED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 16 Oct 81 p 96 


/Article by Mamduh Mihran: "Simplicity and Decisiveness: Two Aspects of the New 
President's Personality"/ 


/Text/ Many of his political characteristics have come to prominence through his 
experience in the National Democratic Party, clearly showing that he possesses 
mature political thinking and that he is good at listening to everything around 
him. He conducts discussions quietly and with deliberation. He gives others every 
opportunity to state their opinions, spreading an atmosphere of familiarity, affec- 
tion and brotherliness about himself. Everyone engaged in activity with him in 

the National Democratic Party has managed to learn all these aspects that have been 
latent in Husni Mubarak and to cooperate with him on their basis. However, the 
most prominent features of Husni Mubarak's responsibility in the party, as all 
party leaders who have been in contact with him unanimously agree, are simplicity 
ami decisiveness. 


Al-Sadat chose Husni Mubarak not just to be vice president--when he selected him 
he also put him in the position of his successor, and declared as much from the 
first moment. 


Therefore, President al-Sadat transcended the powers that the constitution direct- 
ly gives the vice president, which are to take his place when he is absent, and 
proceeded to train and prepare him for this day. 


Therefore Husni Mubarak enters his new responsibility today not from a void but 
from the standpoint of long experience which has been acquired over 6 long years 
in which the late president had him take part in every decision he adopted and 
every step he took. 


President al-Sadat did not content himself just with training his vice president 
in the field of foreign political activity or the field of domestic political ac- 
tivity--he chose him, rather, to be with him when he decided to establish the 
National Democratic Party and made him vice chairman of the party, although there 
was no reason stipulating that the vice president had to be party vice chairman. 


Al-Sadat's objective in this step was to have his vice president become immersed 
in political activity with the masses through the National Democratic Party, 
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and he chose him as secretary general of the party and member of the political 
bureau. 


In this period, Husni Mubarak himself took charge of daily activity in the party 
through his meetings with the secretariat general of the party, his almost daily 
meetings with the board committee of the secretariat general, and his meetings 
with the party secretaries in the governorates or the party's parliamentary con- 
mittee which would often meet under his chairmanship to discuss various public is- 
sues and drafts of important laws. 


The late President Anwar al-Sadat would hold a weekly meeting, the Thursday meeting, 
which would be attended by National Party leaders from various governorates, levels 
and institutions. 


Husni Mubarak chaired most of these meetings when President al-Sadat was not able 
to attend them. 


President al-Sadat gave him the opportunity to meet directly with the broad masses 
on various party levels, listen to them, talk to them and feel their pulse in or- 

der to grasp their aspirations and hopes and draw from them as a source for every 

decision and inspiration for every idea. 


Husni Mubarak actually has made field trips to many governorates on the republic 
and has been in contact with all party leaders of various levels. 


During the long voyage that Husni Mubarak has had with the National Democratic 
Party, these qualities which everyone who followed him from close at hand through 
his party work could sense without trouble or effort have come to prominence. 


Daily Meetings 


He opened his office in the party and was anxious to be there constantly, at the 
disposal of everyone who asked to meet with nim--not just People's Assembly and 
Consultative Assembly members, members of the party's central command, ministers, 
or party leaders in the governorates, but also any citizen who wanted to meet the 
vice president with regard to any matter. 


His frequert contact with the party leaders was his way of getting to know them 
all personally by name and the position, responsibility and role of each in addi- 
tion. He often held them to account on the job. Wherever he met any of them he 
would ask him, "What have you done on such and such a matter” or "why have you 
fallen short in carrying out what so-and-so asked of you here regarding such~-and- 
such?" 


He did not forget his job directives that he would issue to various leaders. It 
happened more than once that he would issue directives at a meeting with some 
leaders and would understand that that was just talk, but the leader to whom the 
instruction was issued would be taken by surprise when he met him again and asked 
him "What happened with the subject I talked to you about when I met you at the 
meeting held on such-and-such an occasion?" 
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When he attended any of the meetings that were held under his supervision he would 
insist on shaking the hand of everyone in attendance, no matter how many there 
were, especially at the weekly meetings of the party, and on exchanging conversa- 
tion with them one by one. Thus the leaders understood his nature and method and 
came to realize that no conversation he held with any leader was transitory--it was 
an instruction on something that had to be carried out or an observation on a mat- 
ter that had to be corrected. 


Simplicity Is a Basic Characteristic 


Through his party activity, a basic characteristic of his, extreme simplicity, has 
become apparent. It would not be possible for you to realize that the person you 
were talking to was the vice president unless you knew that in advance, because 
barriers did not exist within him. If you knew him, and gave him the consideration 
he merited, the barriers within you would disappear as soon as you came in contact 
with him and you would find yourself speaking most easily and naturally, because 
his conduct would encourage you to do 80. 


Another characteristic that Husni Mubarak was known for through his contact with 
political leaders was decisiveness. His decisiveness and simplicity were two sides 
of the same coin. 


He would never fail to do what was right, even with the people closest to him. 


This characteristic of his became evident in the most recent nominations for men- 
bership in the current People's. Assembly. There were persons whom important per- 
sonalities supported against ordinary people who had nothing but the affection of 
the people in their districts, and he severely opposed that. We have /seen/ more 
than one example when he ignored the desire of a minister who was close to him in 
order to be fair to an ordinary citizen whom he did not know but who was in the 
right. 


Alongside this characteristic was another one which stamped Husni Mubarak, and 
that is that he does not listen to anyone who talks against anyone else. When a 
specific official gets close to him to talk on any subject, he does not take de- 
cisions on any matter immediately--he demands that the other party involved in the 
matter attend first, and hears the two views at the same time before taking a de- 
cision on the matter. 


He Does Not Interfere in Anyone's Areas of Competence 


Another characteristic that has become prominent in Husni Mubarak's conduct is the 
fact that he does not interfere in anyone's areas of competence. 


Some journalists, for example, have complained that he does not have them accompany 
him on his foreign trips, although they cover the news about him in their capacity 
as correspondents in the Office of the Presidency, backinz themselves with the 
argument that every official himself chooses the press delegation that accompanies 
him from the people who work with hin. 
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His comment on that was, "I do not want to have it said of me that I prefer anyone 
te anyone else, or that I am favoring anyone. You are all my scns; therefore I 
ask your papers to determine for me who the editor in chief considers responsible, 
and that will be between you and your papers." 


At the same time, correspondents with the weekly papers made the complaint about 
him that he has just the daily papers accompany him, and not the weekly ones. To 
this, he has said, "You have a point. From now on I will have a representative 

of each press organization accompany me; would that satisfy you?" He actually did 
as he had promised. 


In addition to the above, he is not happy to get involved in things where he has 

no business. When an issue would be presented to him for discussion at a meeting 
bearing on the activity of some minister or person concerned, he would refuse to 

comment and ask the person concerned to do the talking, saying "Everyone has his 

areas of competence and he must engage in those himself." 


Some leaders often complain about some ministries, but will agree only to talk in 
the presence of the party concerned and therefore says “Let us delay this issue 

so we can discuss it in the presence of the person in charge of it." If the issue 
is an important one he will quickly set another appointment to discuss it in his 
office. 


The Management of Meetings 


During Husni Mubarak's work with the party, a very important characteristic of his 
became conspicuous, and that was his ability to manage the meetings whose chairman- 
ship he assumed most democratically but with great discipline at the same time. 

He would give everyone who wanted to talk an opportunity to do so. 


He repeated a phrase for which he was well known and one which the National Party 
deputies would bandy about: "Here we are going to sit down till the morning. We 
will not get out of here until you tell me ‘Enough, we are exhausted.'" However, 
at the same time he would not allow discussions to wander far off the subject. 
Whenever someone who is talking drifts away from the subject of a discussion, he 
brings him back to it, telling him, "When we finish with this subject, then we 
can talk about another one." 


During the sessions, he listens more than he talks. He possesses an exceptional 
ability_to listen, does not interrupt speakers and does not obstruct /the free 
flow of/ opinions no matter what the circumstances. 


He gives everyone the power to discuss their affairs. For example, if a matter 
related to some governorate comes up, he will ask the people of the governorate 
to sit down together first of all to discuss the matter among themselves. Then 
he will set a meeting for them so that they can inform him of what went on among 
themselves. He is very happy when they reach agreement among themselves but, if 
the situation requires a decision on his part, he will not hesitate, no matter 
what the circumstances, as long as it is the right decision. 
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In pursuing this practice, a strong quality of presence of mind and sagacity has 
become apparent. He is able to comprehend everything. More than once he would 
take a position, then would listen to the views of the person talking to him until 
the end, then would laugh and say "Is this issue really as you say or are you say- 
ing that because the issue is thus-and-such?" The person talking to him would be 
amazed that he was so "talkative," then would laugh and retreat from his position 
after Husni Mubarak had told him, jokingly, "Get to the point." : 


He is well known for starting the day very early, at 0600 hours in the morning, 

and starting work at 0800 hours. He often sets appointments for official meetings 
or meetings with the people at that time. In fact, the Council of Ministers, which 
is accustomed generally not to start its sessions before 1000 hours, reverted on 
many occasions to holding the sessions he chaired before 0900 hours. 


Although he begins his day at 0600 hours, his day continues until late at night. 


These are the qualities that have become apparent through Husni Mubarak's recent 
experience. They have become apparent when he is at his ease with people, listen- 
ing, talking, discussing and making decisions with an utter flexibility inter- 
spersed with decisiveness. No one who does not know that Husni Mubarak's person- 
ality has two sides, simplicity and decisiveness, can deal with him. He is as de- 
cisive as he is simple and does not accept shortcomings on the job or any unreason- 
able excuses for them. 


His simplicity makes it easy to contact him and his decisiveness makes it easy for 
him to carry out his tasks. I believe that these are the characteristics of a 
successful statesman: to be simple with the masses and decisive with officials. 
That is his road to the hearts of his people, who have installed him as their 
president. 
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MUBARAK'S DIPLOMATIC, POLITICAL MISSIONS REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic No 2975, 16 Oct 81 pp 91, 95 


/Acticle by Ahmad Abu Kaff: "Difficult, Delicate Missions on 30 Trips to 40 
Countries''/ 


/Text/ In the 6 years since he was appointed vice president to the late Anwar al- 
Sadat, Husni Mubarak has truly been a man of difficult, delicate missions. He 
has made more than 30 trips to more than 40 countries in the world. On some of 
them he was a delegate of President al-Sadat's or carried letters for kings or 
presidents, and on most of them he conducted difficult negotiations that required 
persuasion through logic, sound argument and frankness. 


Among his important trips was the one to the People's Republic of China, which had 
been passing through a serious turning point at that time after the Cultural Revo- 
lution and the death of its prime minister Zhou Enlai. He met with President Mao 
and his premier Hua Guofeng. It was a successful journey by every standird. He 
then visited China again after the changes in the Far East, the events in Iran and 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The trip was more than successful. 


Also in the Far East, Husni Mubarak made numerous trips to Arab count7‘ies, explain- 
ing, negotiating and tending to fine points. The same was true of his trips to 
the countries of Western Europe. 


In addition to that, there were his historic trip to northwest Africa and his 
shuttle trips between Morocco and Algeria on the Sahara problem. While the problem 
was not radically resolved, Mubarak managed at the time to stop the fighting, which 
had threatened to erupt into a conflagration. 


He spoke about his African trips. 
Then about his trips to the United States of America. 


These are some of the details and some light on a few of the vice president's 
trips: 


Among Husni Mubarak's first trips was the one he made to Paris in June 1975 to 
meet with President D'Estaing and discuss the file on French-Egyptian relations as 
well as issues related to arms, so that France would resume dealing with Egypt. 

It was a successful trip by all standards. 
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With the Leader Mao Zedong 


In April 1979 Mubarak made a grip to China. It took 8 days, and during it he 
visited Iran on his way out and back. It was a historic trip in which Mubarak was 
given a popular and official reception that had been unprecedented, in Beijing and 
Shanghai both. 


Mabarak, through his organized thinking, managed to win the heart of the leader Mao 
to the point where, after he met him, in the presence of Hua Guofeng, who was the 
prime minister of China, Mao advised his premier to engage in sincere cooperation 
with Egypt. 


China had emerged from the Cultural Revolution and the events in it. 


Hua Guofeng was a strong personality, and the fruits of the trip emerged during 
the visit. 


China actually did agree to provide Egypt with spare parts for MiG aircraft; after 
the Soviets had suspended shipments of spare parts, China manufactured the aircraft 
Hsin-7, which is equal to the MiG-17 and -19. 


The fact is that Egypt's relations have been growing and becoming consolidated with 
each year since Husni Mubarak's visit to China, not just in the field of arms but 
also in the economic and cultural fields. | 


Husni Mubarak made another visit to China in 1979 in the course of a trip that in- 
cluded North Korea, the United States and West Germany. . This trip stimulated bi- 
lateral relations between the two countries. It occurred after the changes that 
had occurred in Southeast Asia following the former Shah's departure from Iran and 
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. It was a trip that realized its objectives. 


Africa Is One 


In July 1976 Husni Mubarak made an important trip as head of Egypt's delegation to 
the 13th African summit conference. The incidents in southern Africa were escalat- 
ing, a plan was needed to cope with the bloody events, and it was necessary to re- 
view the methods being followed to deal with the racist minority regime in South 
Africa, which was cooperating with Israel. 


Mubarak became the star of the conference when he called for an escalation of 
action against the racist regime allied with Israel. He demanded that surveil- 
lance over the companies that were engaged in supplying South Africa with oil be 
intensified and asserted to the Africans that the Arabs were fully prepared to 
join hands in any resolutions the African countries arrived at. 


Husni Mubarak also made another trip in the African context in June 1981, heading 


Egypt's delegation to the African summit conference that was held in Nairobi and 
achieved a great success. 
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The Longest Trip 


The late President Anwar al-Sadat made a trip to West Germany, France and the United 
States of America. 


In the wake of al-Sadat's trip, Husni Mubarak, in April 1977, made a long trip to 
17 Arab, African and European countries; that was the longest trip Husni Mubarak 
had made. He had a delicate mission, which was to explain the goal of al-Sadat's 
trip in that period; in spite of the announcements made about it at the time, al- 
Sadat's trip was not clear in the minds of many people, and the notion of establish- 
ing a Palestinian nation needed explanation. 


In addition, Egypt was being charged with abandoning the main cause and had started 
facing numerous fronts in Africa that could have diverted it from resolving the 
Palestine cause. There were also rumors, spread about by al-Qadhdhafi that Egypt 
would intervene militarily in Libya, there was a rumor in Jordan that the establish- 
ment of the Palestinian nation would be at Jordan's expense and that the east bank 
of the Jordan would be annexed to it, and there were many rumors on the Geneva con- 
ference, 


On this trip, Husni Mubarak met with Hafiz al-Asad, King Hussayn, Prince Fahd, 
Shaykh Sabah al-Salim al-Sabah, Saddam Husayn, the Shah of Iran, Shaykh ‘Isa ibn 
Sulayman /sic/ Al Khalifah, Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan, Shaykh Khalifah ibn Hamad Al 
Thani, President Numayri, King Hasan the Second, King Khalid (in London), President 
Doumediene, Tunisian President Habit Bourguiba, President D'Estaing, President Tito 
and President Ceausescu. 


Husni Mubarak told these leaders, and convinced them, that al-Sadat's talks with 
President Carter constituted a great move forward on the road toward resolution of 
the issue and had made positive steps, most importantly the recognition of Pales- 
tinian rights and the Palestinian entity, a limit to blind support for Israel, and 
a response to the notion of secure borders. 


Husni Mubarak held a conversation with the kings and president on the fact that 
Egypt was faced with a major issue, the issue of the Middle East, and that it did 
not intend to enter into side struggles, open new fronts or slip into the conflicts 
that were being devised for it, ignoring the main one. 


He said, "It is al-Qadhdhafi who is the problem of the whole Arab world. No one 
trusts him or his word and his behavior is against the interests of the Arab world. 
A Palestinian state should be established on tle west bank and Gaza and a passage- 
way should link the two segments. 


"The basis for resolving the Middle East issue is total Israeli withdrawal and 
establishment of a Palestinian state." 


The fact is that Husni Mubarak managed to dispel the rumors. This was clear from 
the announcements the kings and presidents made at that time. 
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After meeting Mubarak Hafiz al-Asad said, "The Arabs have attained significant pro- 
gress in America. For the first time the Arab view has become sought out in 
America and Arab opinions have been heard. That is something that had not happened 
previously." 


King Husayn said that he agreed and that he supported having an independent Pales- 
tinian delegation attend the Geneva conference representing the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization. 


Prince Fahd said, "The discussions that are going on in the context of Arab soli- 
darity to solve the Middle East problem indicate that what is going on is in the 
interests of the Arab nation, and Saudi Arabia is totally in agreement with Egypt's 
point of view." 


In Kuwait, Shaykh Sabah al-Salim al-Sseban said that he blessed al-Sadat's steps. 


Even Saddam Husayn said "We here in Baghdad hope that God will grant President al- 
Sadat success in attaining a comprehensive resolution to the problem of Palestine. 
Egypt is the heart of the Arab nation." 


The Shah of Iran said that he believed that the time was suitable for Egypt to move 
to resolve the Middle East problem and that he supported Egypt's steps in this 
context. 


In Qatar, the emirates and Bahrain, statements were released that supported what 
Egypt was doing on behalf of the cause, 


King Khalid, who was being treated in London, told Husni Mubarak "I support all of 
Egypt's steps." 


King Hasan the Second declared that President al-Sadat was following a wise policy 
and said, "I am on your side in peace, just as I was on your side in war." 


President Boumediene said, "We support you. You are on the firing line and the 
Egyptian political approach is the one that has achieved all the progress, in war 
and in peace." 


In Tunisia, Habib Bourguiba said that Tunisia was on Egypt's side in all its steps. 


In France, Mubarak's discussions with D'Estaing dealt with the world's problems, 
and there was complete agreement of views on the need to solve all the problems in 
the Middle East and Africa. 


In Yugoslavia, President Tito stated that his country would use all the diplomatic 
contacts it could so that a Palestinian nation could be established and the Middle 
East problem solved. 


In Rumanian, Ceausescu declared total support for the establishment of a Palestin- 
ian nation and a solution to the Middle East issue. 
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With the Rulers of Africa 


This trip, in September 1977, was without a doubt a hard one and required unusual 
strength. A plane would barely land in a country than it would take off again in 
a few hours. 


The trip took 35 flying hours in the course of 10 days, in which Husni Mubarak vis- 
ited 10 countries and met 10 presidents--Julius Nyerere, Samora Machel, Kenneth 
Kaunda, Jomo Kenyatta, Idi Amin, Ja'far Numayri, the late president of North Yemen 
Ibrahim al-Hamii, Felix Malloum, Siad Barre, and the prime minister of Djibouti, 
Ahmad Dini (President Hassan Gouled was not in the country but in New York). 


On this long, stimulating trip, the Middle East issue took a serious turn while 

the southern part of the continent--Rhodesia and South Africa--was in flames. 

Husni Mubarak skilfully blended the two issues and their premises with the African 
leaders Nyerere, Kaunda, and Jomo Kenyatta and managed to convince them that the 
United States held the cards to a solution of both issues, which imposed the re- 
sponsibility on it of exerting more pressure on the Zionist regime in israel and 
the racist regimes in southern Africa to arrive at a sound, just settlement in both 
regions. From this introduction, Husni Mubarak explicitly described the steps of 
Egyptian movement on the Middle East issue, and support and agreement was obtained 
from the leaders on the details, timing and importance of Egyptian movement. 


In Zambia Husni Mubarak also made his great coup, visiting the border area between 
Zambia and Rhodesia. This visit had been placed on Husni Mubarak's program because 
it was known that the man was basically a soldier and had something to offer Zambia, 
which was in conflict with and sustaining raids from Rhodesia. Husni Mubarak was 
the first Egyptian official to go to this area and meet the Rhodesian national 
leader Joshua Nkomo in Lusaka. Husni Mubarak then went back to Lusaka and at a 
dinner party said that Africa was not for sale and that it must be for the Africans. 
The hall reverberated with applause and the following day the papers came out with 
a picture of Mubarak and the headline “Africa is not for sale" alongside it. 


However, what happened in Moazmbique was delightful. In spite of the Soviet plots 
against Egypt at that time, Husni Mubarak visited Mozambique and met the head of 
the Frelimo Party (the Mozambique Liberation Front before independence), President 
Samora Machel, who is a marxist leader, Although it was an overnight visit, Husni 
Mubarak explained Egypt's actions to him and Samora Machel declared his agreement 
with Egypt's steps and actions for the sake of the cause, indeed said that he was 
happy with al-Sadat's wise policy and that the Geneva conference would have to 
have adequate preparation in order not to fail, and considered that the Geneva 
conference would of necessity be a good end for resolving the issue. 


Machel said, "You are like us; the ultimate end of armed struggle is to compel the 
enemy to negotiate and realize national hopes at the end. We are in agreement 
with your policies." 


As the views in Zambia favored Egypt's movements, so were views on the situation 
in the horn of Africa in agreement with the leader of Kenya, Jomo Kenyatta; it 
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was necessary that matters be settled between Somalia and Ethiopia on Ogaden and 
that their problems be resolved in sound ways. 


The discussions in Djibouti also dealt with the situation in the horn of Africa. 
Husni Mubarak promised them that he would send Egyptian experts in a number of 
fields, and the discussions dealt with the same problems in Somalia. 


In Uganda, the discussions dealt with an explanation of what had taken place in 
Husni Mubarak's visit to the other African countries and waye for consolidating 
relations between Egypt and Uganda. ' 


The discussions with President Numayri in Khartoum and with President Felix Malloum 
in Ndjamena, the capital of Chad, were aimed at consultation on the latest develop- 
ments in the situation in the region. 


It is true that this African trip was the first high-level one of its kind to these 
African countries, and it had big repercussions among the African leaders, who con- 
sidered the visit tantamount to a practical translation of Cairo's support for 
African positions. It also made it possible for the Africans to gain an understand- 
ing of Egypt's movements and to support and back then. 


Continuous Success in America 


Since November 1978, Husni Mubarak has been making continuous, repeated trips to 
the United States of America; these have totalled about six. He has come to have 
many friendships with the American administrations, personalities and Democratic 
and Republican members of the American Congress. 


Among these trips was the visit which began in May 1980, in which he met President 
Jimmy Carter. Egypt had suspended the autonomy negotiations with Israel after it 
had become clear that Israel preferred land to peace and things had reached the 
point where an Israeli female member of parliament presented the draft of a law 

in the Knesset to incorporate the two parts of Jerusalem and turn them into a 
single city, and Israel continued to establish numerous settlements. Husni Mubarak 
went to the United States to inform President Carter of the developments in the 
autonomy negotiations and the Israeli party's obstinacy, placing obstacles in the 
road to the endorsement of autonomy. 


What is important is that after Mubarak's visit to America, America exerted efforts 
to get Israel to stop these actions, since America was a full partner in the 
negotiations. 


In addition, on the same visit, Mubarak discussed a number of military issues of 
great importance, international variables, Egypt's need for a modification in the 
schedule for the delivery of certain types of arms, training programs, and the de- 
velopment of Egyptian military industries. Husni Mubarak held intensified discus- 
sions with Harold Brown, the secretary of defense, and American military figures. 


Husni Mubarak's last visit in the late President Anwar al-Sadat's era was the one 
that took place toward the end of September. It was an important visit under 
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current conditions and concentrated on three main issues: 


The deteriorating situation in Chad, al-Qadhdhafi's belligerence in the region and 
the grave effects of this situation on the Sudan. 


Acceleration of the autonomy negotiations, the need for progress and participation 
of a high-level American delegation in the negotiations. 


Explanation of Egypt's viewpoint on the need for the AWACS transaction with Saudi 
Arabia to be approved. 


In conclusion, these have been glimpses of Husni Mubarak's tours, which have earned 
him a large reserve of friendship with the leaders of the world and have spread the 
world out before him so that he could enter into its issues and learn about their 
secrets in this changing world. I was present at most of them and witnessed the 
world's leaders and peoples welcoming the hero of October, Husni Mubarak. 

Some of Husni Mubarak's Trips to Countries in the World 


In June 1975 he visited Paris and held discussions with President D'Estaing. He 
also visited the French air and space show. 


In January 1976 he visited Algeria and Mauritania. 

In February 1976 he visited Morocco and Algeria on a tour. 

In April 1976 he took a trip to the People’s Republic of China via Iran. 

In July 1976 he represented Egypt at the African summit conference in Point Louis. 


In September 1976 he made an Arab tour in which he visited Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the emirates, Jordan, Iraq and Iran. 


In November 1976 he made a visit to the Sudan and Iran. 

In January 1977 he visited the Republic of Yemen and Morocco. 

In April 1977 he made an Arab visit which included Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Syria, Iraq, the Sultanate of Oman, the emirates, Qatar and Bahrain. This is the 
trip in which he visited 17 countries, including Algeria. 


In June 1977 he traveled to Paris with three letters from President al-Sadat to 
the presidents of Gabon, Benin and Morocco. 


In September 1977 he made an African tour in which he visited Tanzania, Mozambique, 
Zambia, Uganda, Somalia, Kenya, Djibouti, Chad, the Sudan, and North Yemen. 


In October 1977 he made an Arab tour that took in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, 
the emirates, Iran and Jordan. 


32 











In December 1977 he visited France and Morocco. 


In January 1978 he made an Arab tour that included Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Bahrain, the emirates, Iran, South Yemen, North Yemen, Jordan and Iran. 


In April 1978 he visited Central Africa, Chad and the Sudan. 
In May 1978 he visited Saudi Arabia and Jordan. 
In June 1978 he visited Iran. 


In October 1978 he visited Iran as part of a trip that included a number of Euro- 
pean capitals. 


In November 1978 he visited the United States and Spain. 
In December 1978 he visited the Sudan and the Sultanate of Oman. 


In March 1979 he visited the Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Yugoslavia, West Germany, Austria, 
Rumania, France, Italy and Britain. 


In June 1979 he visited the United States, France and Britain. 

In December 1979 he visited Oman, Korea, China, the United States and West Germany. 
In April 1980 he visited Nigeria. 

In May 1980 he visited the United States, West Germany and Britain. 


In August 1980 he visited West Germany, France, Britain, Rumania, Italy, Austria 
and the Vatican. 


In October 1980 he visited the United States. 

In November 1980 he visited the United States. 

On 8 June 1981 he made a visit to France to observe the Le Bourget show. 

On June 27 1981 he made a visit to Kenya to attend the African summit conference. 


In September 1981 Husni Mubarak made his most recent visit to America, conducting 
negotiations with President Reagan. 
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MUBARAK*S AIR FORCE CAREER REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 16 Oct 81 pp 82-87, 98 


/Article: "Mubarak: An Officer in the Egyptian Air Force"/ 


/Excerpt] This is the full story of Husni Mubarak, the fighter pilot, 


from the time he graduated from the Air College until he became a commander general 
of the Air Force, then assistant to the minister of defense. In its investigation 
into thie story, AL-MUSAWWAR has relied on the secret file which Hamidi Lutfi, AL- 
MUSAWWAR's military correspondent, got a chance to read. AL-MUSAWWAR has also re- 
lied on a team working on his youth which went truthfully and honestly to investi- 
gate all the circumstances that involved this whole period, through his comrades 
in flying school and the people in his class who graduated with him in 1949 then 
stayed with him as comrades in arms until he became one of its commanders in the 
air. 


On 16 April 1975 President Anwar al-Sadat announced his choice of Husni Mubarak as 
vice president. Husni Mubarak was a lieutenant general and was still the commander 
of the Egyptian air force. 


In one of his numerous visits to the Egyptian forces, President al-Sadat, speaking 
of his selection of Lt Gen Muhammad Husni Mubarak, the commander of the Air Force, 
as vice president, told his fighting men: 


"I chose him to be my vice president not because he is a pilot or air force con- 
mander, or one of the commanders of October; none of these considerations were ab- 
sent from my mind, but I chose him above all these considerations because he repre- 
sented the essence of the people in our country, the Egyptian fighting man, with 
his genuine qualities, abilities and expertise. All his life he has faced death, 
in fact, has smashed through death in order to protect life for us. In brief, I 
chose him because he represents the generation of October, which I would like to 
see advance toward positions of higher leadership in the ogvernment, so that this 
leadership may become representative and expressive of the spirit, environment and 
climate of 6 October, the day our armed forces trauscended every impossible ob- 
stacle and wzll in the name of the people and the motherland." 


Husni Mubarak is a military personality who has become polished by experience in 
the field and the hard military incidents he has lived through. His use of the 
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forces he commanded, like his leadership measures, have been the result of a high 
level of application. 


At the start of 1970, when the war of attrition was at its peak, the dogfights be- 
tween us and Israel did not stop for a single day except briefly, in very short in- 
tervals; Israel applied a new method of carrying out ambushes on our airplanes, 
which may be summarized as follows: 


The Israeli airplanes would appear in a rectangular formation at a very high alti- 
tude, heading for the west bank of the canal, on our radar screen. Orders would in- 
mediately be issued for four Egyptian airplanes to counterattack from one of our 
air bases and suddenly the Israeli planes, pursued by ours, would take flight. At 
that point eight Israeli planes would appear, flying at low altitude in concealed 
forn, and swoop down on our planes in an unequal battle from which we rarely 
escaped. 


This sort of ambush kept repeating itself, until Maj Gen Husni Mubarak, chief of 
our air staff, came to put a stop to the "game." As soon as the Israeli airplanes 
appeared on the radar screens in an Egyptian airbase where Mubarak and some conmmand- 
ers were present, Maj Gen Husni Mubarak would quickly give instructions for Egyptian 
planes to attack and counterattack the enemy planes, then would abruptly seize a 
piece of paper and write "abrogate the order quietly" on it, as if nothing had 
happened. 


The base commander would carry out the order in astonishment, and everyone would 
stand observing the situation as the hidden Israeli planes came out of their ambush 
to chase the Egyptian planes that had not left their positions. Then everyone would 
realize the secret behind the deception to parry the enemy planes and Egyptian 
planes would rapidly swoop down on the Israeli craft, surprising them ali, destroy- 
ing them and bringing them down in distinctive successful combat. Thus did Israel's 
ambush fail and Egypt's succeed! 


There were other plans that Maj Gen Muhammad Husni Mubarak carried out while he 
headed our air force staff from April 1969 to April 1972, when the late President 
Anwar al-Sadat assigned him the command of our air force in preparation for the 
glorious October war. These plans lay within the secret strategies for air attack 
and counterattack methods and assumed the guise of fertile terrain for tactical 
air training that took place from 1971-72 to October 1973 in the form of joint war 
projects with the other main services of our armed forces. The men were governed 
by the belief that victory would not be earned capriciously and that the sparrows, 
as Israel described us, could dispatch the "eagles," as their papers kept describ- 
ing their fliers, until ours came to possess air sovereignty and control over 
Sinai, the west of the canal, and the hinterland of Egypt, whose protection had 
become their duty, alongside the duty of embarking on the glorious war--which, as 
aviation experts in America and Western Europe have described it, was in reality 
two air wars. The first war started at noon on 6 October and the second air war 
started on 17 October, in the period that has been termed "the gap," or the sever- 
ance of comminications. 
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Husni Mubarak led our air force for 17 days with 2a total piercing vision of the 
course of the fighting and developments in its forms, through the refined use of 
air mobility. He was also most concerned about the morale of his men in the air 
and ground service crews and was constantly among them, so much so that he would 
spend some time in the Aswan base and then in a few hours would appear at the 
Alexandria or the Delta base. 


In the war, the engineers and technicians working with our air force shortened a 
week's work to 10 hours. One air brigade made 2,500 takeoffs against the Israeli 
forces in a week, followed by another air brigade whose pilots made 3,400 takeoffs 
in less than 2 weeks and a third with 5,000 takeoffs in 17 days, which was the 
duration of the October war in the air. The planes would also take off from their 
hangars within 130 or 150 seconds of receiving these orders. These seconds re- 
quired setting up the airplane, opening the hangar gates, and moving it over to 
the first airstrip and then to the main airstrip until it was airborne. 


This level of performance could only have been achieved as a result of an environ- 
ment rich with the high-level Egyptian military bearing, that the conscious, mature 
command possessed with its tremendous doses of experience in high air-to-air and 
surface-to-air missile combat tactics, instrument flying and night flying, as he 
told me one day 7 years ago: 


"The October war consisted not just of acts of heroism or the ferocious air battles 
that went on over Sinai or west of the canal--it consisted of preparation programs 
on all scales, planning in all its numerous, constantly revised forms, good train- 
ing, coordination with the other main branches of ovr armed forces, then, ultimately, 
outfitting, execution and performance. All this effort could have turned into 
nothing if the pilots with their human capabilities were not above all the resources 
of the plane with its complicated electronic equipment and advanced technological 
resources. It is ‘the pilot before the plane,’ as the old commanders used to say." 


The Beginning of the Relationship 


The beginning of the relationship between the old bomber pilot Muhammad Husni 
Mubarak, son of Kafr al-Musaylihah, District of Shabin al-Kawm, who came into the 
work on 4 May 1928, and the late President Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat occurred in 

the beginning of the fifties, when he went to work in al-‘Arish airport after 
graduating from the Air College on 13 March 1950 and the late President Anwar al- 
Sadat, who had returned to the armed forces, was assigned to the first cavalry 
division in al-'Arish and proceeded to visit the town airport and draw its officers 
into conversation. One day in his small notebook he wrote "I met a flight officer, 
2nd Lt Muhammad Husni Mubarak, an intelligent, active patriotic young man whose 
likes I would like to see everywhere I go.” 


President al-Sadat came upon this notebook in 1976 among his old papers and Husni 
Mubarak saw it, as did some of the late president's advisors to whom he said "My 
eyes alighted on no one but him to assume command of our air force in 1972 and 
lead it to victory and the noblest revenge for 1967." 


In the forties, pilots studied in the War and Air Colleges for a year. Mubarak 
joined the War College in November 1947 then went to the Air College in 1949. His 
War College graduating class included the late Maj Gen Qasim Muhammad Hatin, 
former director of the Department of Arms and Ammunition, the late Air Lt Gen 
Mahmud Shakir 'Abd-al-Mun'im, Lt Gen Abu Ghazalah, Lt Gen ‘Abd Rabb-al-Nabi Hafiz, 
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Vice Adm Muhammad 'Ali, commander of our navy, Maj Gen al-Sayyid Hamdi, commander 
of our air defense forces, Maj Gen Dr Faruq Qartam, one of our forces’ missile 
engineering experts, Maj Gen Muhammad Yusri al-Shami, the Governor of Marsa 
Matruh, and some other military commanders. It ‘also included five pilots in 
addition to him and the late Lt Gen Mahmud Shakir, former commander of our air 
force. 





After the setback of 1967 and the reconstruction of our armed forces, great atten- 
tion was shown toward the Air College and the possibility of graduating modern 
Egyptian pilots who could keep abreast of the sciences of the age and cope with 
the Israeli pilots, who had been described as legendary. The country's supreme 
command, in November 1967, assigned the Air College command to Col Husni Mubarak, 
ard he continued to serve in it until June 1969. In this period he graduated new 
pilots who smashed the legend of the Israeli pilot in free fire fights, air counter- 
attack and Egyptian fighter bomber attacks on the Israeli enemy's positions and 
theaters in the hinterland of Sinai. They were the nucleus of a generation of 
Egyptian pilots who etched the traces of the glorious October-Ramadan war on the 
face of history, then jointly flew French, British, American and Chinese planes 
with a skill and capability that went beyond the stage of our transition in the 
air from the technology of the barren eastern pipeline to the technology of inte- 
grated circuits and the science of modern air war, thus forging the greatest of 
beginnings for the strategy of multiple arms sources. 


His Secret Reports 


The secret reports in his personal military file, which bore the number 201 during 
his military service then the number 657 after he assumed the position of vice 
president, in describing the period between 1 July 1958 and the end of June 1958, 
report that "He performed his duty as the war staff of the Air College and squadron 
commander at the same time as thoroughly as possible. He has a total grasp of 
administrative activities and his capacity to supervise is great. He is excellently 
organized and is an excellent officer from all standpoints. I anticipate a bril- 
liant future for him. Signed, Maj Gen Madkur Abu-al-'Izz, commander of the 
Egyptian Air College.” 


This secret report was approved by Maj Gen Jamal ‘Afifi, chief of staff of the 
Egyptian Air Force. 


Another report describes him during the period from 1 July 1962 to the end of 
June 1963, describes him as an excellent officer in his work and his moral be- 
havior, and foresees a great future for hin. 


The lines of a third report on the period between 1 July 1965 and the end of June 
1966, when Lt Gen Husni Mubarak commanded an air brigade and was acting commander 
of the West Cairo air base at the same time, state that he exerted exceptional 
efforts in the air and in administration together and was an excellent officer 
from all standpoints. The report was signed by Lt Gen ‘Adil Hafiz, chief of air 
staff, and lst Lt Gen Muhammad Sidqi Mahmud, commander of the air force. 


The bomber pilot, who has flown close to 6,000 hours, married in 1958 and fathered 
"ala' on 26 November 1960 and Jamal on 28 December 1963. 
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After the October victory, Air Lt Gen Muhammad Husni Mubarak told President al- 
Sadat, 


"Would you permit me to make a request for the air force?" 
President al-Sadat said, "Please do so." 


Mubarak immedi: -‘v said, "We are anxious that you issue a decree pardoning lst Lt 
Gen Sidqi Mah ~3@ commander of the air force in 1967, and his colleagues in 
command who have been given prison sentences, in honor of all the men in the air 
force following the October victory." 


The late president said, "Granted. It is a humane request for the people of 
October. I am in agreement." 


What, however, do Husni Mubarak's colleagues say about him? 


We met some comrades in arms who had worked with him as pilots and they spoke of 
their memories of Husni Mubarak. Air Maj Gen Husayn ‘Abd-al-‘'Aziz Wasif, born in 
1927, who received a bachelor's degree in military science from the Air College, 
talked about Husni Mubarak, stating, 


"I was not acquainted with him in the Air College, because I was in one group and 
he was in another. However, our relationship grew strong through flying, in the 
first years of our service. We graduated from the college in February 1949 then 
joined the air force and learned to fly in a year and graduated in early 1950." 


The retired air major general continued, 


"He was a model of orderliness. He was distinguished by his ability to learn 
administrative matters, to the point where in his very earliest years he was chosen 
assistant to the college war staff. He rarely left the camp. Then, after that, 

he was assigned to fighter squadrons in Hilwan, then moved on to bombers. 


"He worked with Spitfires, then IL-28's., After that, we were assigned to work as 
instructors in the Air College in Bilbays, where we stayed until 1959. In addition 
to training, he performed the function of college war staff. In the latest period, 
we stayed about 7 years and that was a rich period. We gave more than one inten- 
sive course a year and managed to graduate not just seven but 14 classes. 


"IT remember that his flying hours were much more numerous than those of the other 
instructors in the college although he undertook administrative burdens and loved 
discipline. I remember that he would constantly pass the students in review, as 

a kind of discipline. He was the first person up, early in the morning, before 
reveille, and he was most firm with the students. He imposed penalties on students 
who were late, negligent or lax. He loved his work, exerted efforts to the maxi- 
mum and became a school of military discipline. Proof of that is that the squadron 
he commanded remained one of the most organized and the men in it had administra- 
tive awarness, because his spirit was reflected in his men. 
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"I stuck by Husni Mubarak constantly as a result of our working together. I met 
with him daily. On study fellowships abroad, it so happened that he was in the 

same place I was at the same time, and we often slept in the same room. There were 
two fellowships, one for bombers and the other for helicopters. He chose the for- 
mer and I chose the latter. They were in the Soviet Union and were held at the same 
time. We came back from this fellowship. He gradually advanced until he became 
commander of a TU-16 bomber brigade, then the Air College decided that he was to 
travel on a war staff grant to the Frunze Academy. After that, his responsibilities 
started to proliferate, especially after we reached brigade command. He became a 
commander at the Cairo West base and I was commander of the al-Dukhaylah base. He 
was then given the command of the command of the Air College, became air force chief 
of war staff, then was given command of that before the late president chose him 

to be his vice president." 


He tried to remember. For a while the memories stayed stuck in his head, and then 
he said, "I went with him on a trip to India. We were seeking the help of foreign 
instructors, including some Indians. It was decided that these instructors and 
their families should travel to India on a private plane. Because of Egyptian 
formality, they decided to invite two Egyptian pilots, and Husni and I were chosen. 
We traveled together. In addition to being a recreational trip, it was an infor- 
mation and working trip to learn about teaching and training methods in the Indian 
air force. We observed an air show that was being held at that time.” 


Of the human side of Husni Mubarak, it is said that he would not issue decisions 
quickly but continued to evaluate every new responsibility cast on his shoulders. 


Air Maj Gen Khalid Hamdi Ahmad says of Husni Mubarak, "He was decisive and firm, 
but this did not make him rough or coarse. Rather, to the contrary, he was affec- 
tionate, tolerant and friendly to all his colleagues. We all know that he could 
not serve anyone at the expense of his work. We never knew, either, of his trying 
to get a relative transferred--to the contrary, he refused to act as intermediary 
on the job. Husni Mubarak does not know how to talk about himself et all. He is 
a man of few words. Therefore, when he talks, everyone listens to him. He is 
distinguished by a strong memory and does not forget any of his colleagues, no 
matter how many years may have gone by. One of his most important characteristics 
is extreme humility." 


War Staff Air Maj Gen Badi' Wafa‘'i Muhammad, who was with him in the stages of 
military education and worked with him, says: 


"As regards Husni Mubarak's decision to go to the War College, there were a number 
of reasons for that, among them the fact that that faculty, at that time, accepted 
only people who were enthusiastic patriots. The problem of grades had not yet 
appeared; the other colleges accepted adequate grades. As regards Husni Mubarak, 
enrolling in the War College was his natural entree to the Air College, since it 
continued to accept only people who had been exceptional in the War College. The 
class that enrolled in the faculty comprised 22 students, of whom just 17 graduated, 
some being killed in flight training activities. 


"From the standpoint of life on the job, I worked with him when I was a commander 
of early warning units and radar and he was an Air College director. The flight 
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commanders' first task in that period was to prepare new staffs of pilots and up- 
grade the various flight units. By working with him, I can say that Husni Mubarak 
can lay out the various probabilities and cover them with the appropriate solutions. 
He is also distinguished by stability in performing air operations. All his decis- 
ions and acts are characterized by calm, balance, and high flexibility in dealing 
with others and facing situations. In spite of his rejection of favoritism, he 
never forgets his friends. He always stands by then. 
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PAPER TAKES TOUR OF MUBARAK'S HOME VILLAGE, TALKS WITH INHABITANTS 
Cairo AL-SIYASI in Arabic No 315, 13 Oct 81 p7 


/Article by Muhammad Amin: "Kafr al-Musaylihah: The Village That Gave Birth to 
Husni Mubarak''/ 


/Text/ When the editor in chief, Mr Mamduh Rida, asked me to go at once to Kafr 
al-Musaylihah, I was gripped by feelings of happiness and anxiety both: 


I was happy because I was going to visit the place where Mr Muhammad Husni Mubarak, 
the new president, had lived as a child, and anxious because I knew nothing about 
Kafr al-Musaylihah except its name! 


All the say, I kept asking myself,"Where can Kafr al-Musaylihah be? How does one 
get to it? It is just a village that many people might not know, and we might not 
perhaps even be able to get there by car. Most of our bigger village roads are 
still rough, narrow and made of dirt. To get to one of those is not an easy mat~- 
ter, so what would the case be with a little village?" 


I sat down at the Quwaysina rest house with my photographer colleague. The goal 
was not to sip a cup of tea so much as to seek information about the road leading 
to Kafr al-Musaylihah. 


The worker in the rest house smiled and said, "It is not far. The village is 
right next to Shabin al-Kawm on a paved road." 


Our car set out for Shabin al-Kawm, and we bore left for 3 kilometers, until we 
saw a small sign on which was written "Kafr al-Musaylihah" along the road. 


Mubarak's Family 


We caught sight of an old man who insisted that we come into his home and drink 
some tea, 


Al-Hajj 'Abd-al-Hamid 'Imarah (73 years old) said that he worked as a senior record- 
er in the general court of Shabin al-Kawm and that Husni Mubarak's father also 
worked in the same court. Therefore a strong friendship grew between the Mubarak 
and 'Imarah families. 
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He went on, "The Mubarak family is well known in the town. The men of the family 
enjoy a good reputation and their material condition is comfortable. Sayyid Husni's 
father, may God have mercy on him, was a man of integrity, perceptive in his think- 
ing and forthright. We would spend long evenings together on the south side of the 
village, discussing our personal affairs and our job. 


"I remember that Sayyid Husni's father told me one day that he wanted his son Husni, 
his eldest son, to enroll in the Faculty of Education and be a teacher, but Husni 
wanted to go to the War College. He was afraid of the risks it entailed for him 
but, after thinking, he said, "Let him have what he wants, we have just one life.' 
We immediately went to meet Ahmad Musa Dhikri, member of parliament for the Istinha 
district, who facilitated things for us." Al-Hajjah Fatimah Hasan "Abd-al-Hadi 
(his wife) entered the conversation, saying "I spent most of my time with Sayyid 
Husni's mother, and she was very gracious. She is from a family that is known for 
its moral conduct, and we stayed together like sisters. Thus I knew Husni when he 
was small. He was quiet and excellent in his studies. I do not remember his re- 
peating a course once.” 


Inside the village. 


We were dazzled by its elegance and its streets. Most of the homes were of rein- 
forced concrete built in the form of villas. The streets were broad, paved and 
straight, and there were light poles on both sides of them. There was sanitary 
water in the homes and trees warmly embracing then. 


Muhammad Ahmad Mubarak, 33, head of the real estate registration department in 
Shabin al-Kawm, said, "The village has 9,000 people and there isn't a single illit- 
erate person in it. Everyone here is educated--in fact the village is considered 
the first one in the republic which has not had a single illiterate since the 
fifties." 


He added, "The late ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Pasha Fahmi (a son of the village) encouraged 
education and even paid the college expenses of anyone from the village who went 
to university. 


‘Therefore we find that the village has produced many famous people, such as Ahmad 
Hishmat Pasha, former minister of public works, Eng Ahmad Sultan (former deputy 
prime minister and minister of electricity), Mustafa Bahjat "Abd-al-Muta‘al, cur- 
rent director of the University of el-Minufiyah, Dr Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Hadi, chair- 
man of the Center of Extrasensory Perception /sic/ and Dr ‘Ali Mutawi' (former 
dean of medicine at al-Azhar). ' 


"The adjacent towns even call our villege ‘Kafr Paris:'" 


He went on, "The village has three schools. One of them is a preparatory school 
and there are two primary schools. Sayyid Husni took his first courses in one of 
them, the Kafr al-Musaylihah Compulsory School, which has now become the "Abd-al- 
"Aziz Fahmi Preparatory School. 


"The compulsory school--or the preparatory as it is called now--has two stories. 
It lies right at the entry to the village, 100 meters from the house where 
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Mr Husni Mubarak lived as a boy and stayed 2 years before moving to the al-Masa‘i 
al-Mashkurah Secondary School in Shabin al-Kawn." 


The Schoolmate 


Eng Salah ‘Abdallah, official in the survey department in Shabin al-Kawm, 54 years 
of age and a schoolmate of Mr Husni Mubarak, the nominee for president, says 
"Sayyid Husni always kept games apart from serious pursuits and did not mix the two. 
He was an enthusiast at the game of hakshah, or field hockey as they call it nowa- 
days. 


"Every evening after finishing school we would play hakshah together on the village 
threshing-floor, the site of my house now, a few steps away from the house where 
Sayyid Husni grew up. After finishing the game, we would wander about the streets 
of the village, but Husni would head straight for the house of his maternal grand- 
father Shaykh Ahmad Ibrahim, where he lived, and would set his lessons to memory. 


"I remember that he was not well disposed toward levity, but was serious in his be- 
havior, in class and at sports. He always observed long silences and was always 
thinking and constantly looking up. 


"When we asked him why he kept looking at the sky, he said, 
"Tomorrow you will learn why.’ 


"In the secondary stage we separated. He joined the al-Masa‘’i al-Mashkurah Second- 
ary School in Shabin al-Kawm (now the military school) while I went to industrial 
school." 


The Schoolteacher 


"Abd-al-Majid 'Atiyah, 80, the Arabic language instructor in al-Masa‘i al-Mashkurah 
Secondary, who taught Mr Husni Mubarak Arabic, talked about that period, saying 
"He was an excellent student from the educational and athletic standpoints. My 
son Husni was interested in his studies and did his homework. His place was neat 
and well-organized and his command of Arabic was good. 


"Since Kafr al-Musaylihah had a large number of pupils in school, they competed in 
their studies. I can now say without flattery that my son Husni was the most 
skilful of the exceptional students, as he was skilful from the standpoint of 
sports. 


"Sayyid Husni formed a hockey team in secondary school and he was captain of the 
team. He earned a good name for the school in sports and won many medals." 


Recollections of Relatives 
Shaykh Muhammad Musa Mubarak, 72, says that Mr al-Sayyid Mubarak, father of the 


nominee for president, had no brothers, and Sayyid Husni was his oldest son. 
Therefore he considered his son like a brother and dealt with him on that basis. 


43 

















He never happened to use a stick or harsh language to discipline his sons. Rather, 
he dealt with them, Husni especially, with love and affection and had them take 
part with him in discussing all things. 


"Sayyid Husni's situation was special. He was loved because of his excellence in 
school, and he was quiet by disposition, spending free time reading the Koran in 
the northern part of the ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Pasha Fahmi Mosque, which was attached to 
the home where he grew up. 


He Loves His Colleagues and Relatives 


Al-Hajj ‘Abd-al-Fattah Musa Mubarak (a lwayer in the court of cassation) remembers 
that when Sayyid Husni was tested at the War College, he had to jump up a certain 
distance; after he performed the test successfully he found the members of the con- 
mittee whispering, at which point he asked them, "Do you want me to jump higher?" 
They asked, "Can you jump higher than specified?" 


He said, "Yes," then made a high jump which drew the attention and amazement of 
the members of the committee. 


He says, "Sayyid Husni's personality was a subject of regard from childhood. He 
loved his colleagues and relatives and the people of his village. 


"He reached what he aspired to not through effort on anyone's part but through his 
own seriousness, individual effort and perseverance." 


He Adheres Tenaciously to the Truth 


Doctor of pharmacy Samih Sa'id Mubarak (45) added that he loved the truth and ad- 
hered to it tenaciously from his childhood, giving everyone his due and always 
standing alongside the weak and oppressed. In spite of his extreme calm, he was 
"violent" in facing oppression. 


He also possessed amazing tenacity and strove for what he wanted through persever- 
ance and seriousness. Throughout his youth he kept dreaming of flying, until he 
joined the college of his choice. 


On the way back, ‘Amm Isma‘'il Yusuf Nar, 80, drew us to the side and said, "Our 
village boasts of the fact that one of its sons is the patriotic fighting man 
"Abd-al-‘Aziz Pasha Fahmi. 


"We are truly happy that Mr Husni Mubarak, the nominee for the presidency, is the 
son of our village. He has been a lofty example of genius, morality, honesty and 
calm." 


Great through All That Is in It 


Our companion, Ahmad Sami ‘Imarah, who insisted on staying with us the whole 
time, said: 














"Don't forget that our village, as it is great through its children, is also great 
through all that is in it--a health unit, a consumer society, a fish distribution 
center, five mosques and a club for young people--all these projects were estab- 
lished through our own efforts." 


In 1975 it became a section of Shabin al-Kawn. 

The village truly is great, through what is in it and the people who are in it, in 
the form of good peaceloving quiet people who have not witnessed any type of crime 
in the past 50 years. 

Fellow Citizen: 


For the sake of a dwelling for every citizen and a glass of milk for every child, 
and in order that insurance coverage may be extended to cover every citizen: 


Tomorrow let us say "Yes" to Husni Mubarak as president. 
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PHOTOGRAPH OF SUZANNE MUBARAK 


Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabic No 259, 11 Oct 81 p 67 


[Text ] 





/Caption: Photograph of Suzanne Mubarak, in glasses; to her right, holding a 
child, is Mrs Sadat/ 
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AL-SADAT VIEWS ON POLITICS, DEMOCRACY, RELIGION 
Cairo MAY in Arabic No 30, 21 Sep 81 p 3 


/Article by Ibrahim Sa'dah: "The Event of the Hour: Al-Sedet: I Will Strike at 
Vengefulness But I Will Never Strike at Democracy"/ 


/Text/ The people have said Yes to the latest measures President Anwar al-Sadat 
passed. The people of Egypt have said No to the factional strife sone people have 
wanted to kindle to create an internal explosion whose consequences or destructive 
results only God can know. 


As a result of the popular referendum, the enthusiasm of the overwhelming majority 
of the people has stressed opposition to the dangers that threaten them and seek 
to prevent them from achieving their hopes and dreams. 


The people who said Yes said so not just out of enthusiasm for the latest measures, 
but also in expectation of what the government would do in the coming stage. No 
one imagines that arresting hundrods and bringing them to trial is all that the 
state is arranging in order to do away with strife, prevent laxity and return 
discipline to the Egyptian streets, which have lost their balance and order. No 
one doubts that the government is intending soon to offer the people its conception 
of the features of the coming stage they are waiting for and expecting. 


I asked President al-Sadat: 


“The people have been greatly offended by what has happened most recently. This 
offense was expressed by the word Yes for the latest measures which have taken 
place, as a statement of the people's desire to be rid of all the phenomena they 
have rejected and condemned. The question now is, What next, after these measures?" 


The president answered, 


"Before we talk about the coming stage, we must talk first about the phenomena 

that led to the emergence of the attitudes of laxity we have noticed and are con- 
plaining about. They are unnatural phenomena, but at the same time they are inter- 
linked. For example, erroneous party conduct--the opposition has turned into re- 
sistance, resistance to the regime. Numerous violations are being committed whose 
perpetrators are not being punished, as is happening in the places of learning and 
the bureaus of the government, and there is laxity in the streets. 
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"Some people, domestically and abroad, erred when they said that the regime was 
facing a shock that might cause it damage and that was why we proceeded with these 
measures. Foreign correspondents have said so, and some people here have repeated 
it. This is absolutely incorrect. The regime has not been shaken, nor is the gov- 
ernment faced with a situation that could cause its downfall. All that has hap- 
pened is that some people have imagined that they could challenge the reverence 
that the government commands. The Mosiem Brothers, for instance, tried to use the 
Islamic groups for their secret organization which they used in the past. in the 
past, the Brothers engaged in battles against many weak governments before the 23 
July revolution, Then they entered into a struggle with the revolution. In all 
these battles, the Brothers lost their cause. This is a natural situation--their 
way of thinking is unreasonable and unacceptable. They imagine that no one but 
them understands religion, which is wrong, and they fancy that no one but they can 
make religious interpretations, which is also wrong. They stress that they alone 
are the guardians of religion--a third error. More dangerous than all that is the 
fact that they have applauded what Khomeyni is doing in Iran. They have app lauded 
a man who carried out his revolution just for the purpose of getting revenge, 
shedding blood, spreading about chaos and embracing violence. It is a man of this 
sort that the Brothers have supported and applauded, along with his regime. They 
are indeed ridiculous and unfortunate." 


I asked the president, 


What can we take the Moslem Brothers to task for, and what exposes their real in- 
tentions, besides worshipping and trying to advance the cause of religion?" 


President al-Sadat replied, 


"They never learn from their previous mistakes, After the revolution of 1952, 
after the fraudulent conduct of the political parties, we told then, ‘Clean your- 
selves up.' The Brothers started plotting. This was a plot that ended with their 
dissolution in December 1952, that is, just 6 months after the revolution. In 
January we set forth a period of 3 years, from 16 January 1953 to 16 January 1956, 
which was to be a transition period. In this time the legislative and executive 
power was in the hands of the Revolutionary Command Council and the Council of 
Ministers jointly. This was a natural situation--the revolution, like any revolu- 
tion, had to secure itself and set forth the laws necessary to do so. It was the 
Revolutionary Command Council that exercised its rights and issued a decree dis- 
solving the Society of the Moslem Brothers. For this reason, that group had no 
legitimacy. This is exactly what I told "Umar al-Talmasani. I knew that the 
Brothers had brought a case before the council of State against the dissolution 
decree, on grounds that the decree was illegal! I believe that the Brothers are 
unaware of the fact that the revolution derives its legitimacy automatically, and 
the decree dissolving the Society of the Brothers was a sovereign decree on which 
there can be no discussion and to which there can be no opposition. 


"In spite of that, I told al-Talmasani, ‘There is nothing to prevent you from en- 
gaging in your religious activity and nothing to prevent you from issuing your 
magazine, on condition that you commit yourself to what I always say, which is, 
there is to be no religion in politics, and no politics in religion.’ 








"After that we were taken by surprise by the Islamic groups spreading about in the 
universities and places of learning. They concentrated their activity among the 
students in particular. They exploited religion in the worst way in order to push 
the young people into the abyss they fell into, by the deceptive means we have 
heard applied in the universities. We have heard about the deceptive practices of 
the Islamic groups,their prohibition of book fairs in the universities, prohibition 
of recreational parties, and prohibition of the showing of movies, because they 
considered that they were the ones in power, the guardians over others and over re- 
ligion. They started to exercise guardianship over religion in order subsequently 
to become guardians over Egypt!" 2 


I asked the president, 


"Other phenomena besides those of the Islamic groups were involved in the recent 
measures. Would it be possible to identify some of those?" 


President al-Sadat replied, 


"There is the phenomenon of the people who have exploited their professions in 
order to distort the picture and good name of Egypt. There are the people who are 
engaged in the writing profession who are filled with vindictiveness and want to 
enjoy distinctive positions they had in the past then lost. I have previously 
spoken of a journalist who was the editor in chief of AL-AHRAM and, after being 
banished from AL-AHRAM, mobilized his pen to disfigure the face of Egypt and dis- 
figure the face of the regime by what he wrote in foreign papers, receiving 1,000 
pounds per article--just to curse out Egypt and try to distort its good name. 


"We did not stand in his way. We let him travel and return as he liked. We have 
not denied anyone his right to travel. Egypt is a country that applies democracy 
and the sovereignty of the law. It is really sad that this man--who benefits from 
democracy, goes out, delivers curses, then comes back without being touched--is 
the same person who has written in the foreign press, crying about the lack of 
democracy in Egypt: 


"There are many people like this man who have sold their country and sold their 
mother, Egypt, for some dinars or dollars they grabbed up, in exchange for which 
they have cursed out their country: In spite of that, no measures were taken 
against them until very lately. I previously gave them a grace period, starting 

15 May, to come back to their country, during which nothing would touch them. 

Some people did return but others did not and their cases are now before the social- 
ist public prosecutor.” 


I asked the president, 


"What fault do you find with the old-time and contemporary politicians who have 
been affected by the latest measures?" 
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President al-Sadat replied, 


"They represent the third strange phenomenon we have noticed recently. The most 
prominent of these people is the man who founded the New Wafd Party, which was 
against all logic and reason. No revolution takes place to eliminate the corrup- 
tion of political parties only to have one of the people who corrupted political 
life come, say No to the revolution and try to move back the wheels of time. 


"This man did not give thanks to his lord because we did not infringe upon his 
freedoms and let him work, earn millions, travel abroad as he liked then return 
without anyone standing in his way. Not only that--25 years after the revolution, 
we permitted him to establish a political party, imagining that he had learned his 
lesson and would not err as he had erred before. However, most frankly, the man 
tried to overthrow the regime and reverted to his old methods of maneuvering and 
plotting. 


"Again we did not infringe upon his freedcas; rather, it is the people who stood 
up to him and stated their opinion on those politically corrupt persons; the party 
dissolved itself by itself. However, our friend did not cease drawing up plots, 
holding meetings, making contacts with /Pope/ Shannudah and scheming with him as 
part of his bigger plot, which was to overthrow the regime. These phenomena are 
numerous but their objective is one. In their totality they constitute the laxity 
that we are now trying to eliminate and get rid of. 


"The people you are talking bout all contributed to the same thing, which was to 
attack the regime. I said esrlier that a national regime is part of a nation's 
sovereignty. The regime in Egypt is a national regime, not a threadbare party re- 
gime, not a corrupt royal regime, not a puppet regime brought in by a foreign oc- 
cupier. This national regime is an inseparable part of national sovereignty, 
which is not to be attacked. However, the deviant minority ignored all this and 
attacked the regime." 


I asked President al-Sadat, 


"What these people are doing is not new. The act of attacking the regime haz been 
going on for 3 years. Why have the measures been taken against them only sow and 
not earlier?" 


The president replied, 


"Measures were not taken against them earlier because they constituted no threat 
to the regime. In numerous past years they slandered the regime, the government 
and the state everywhere, domestically and abroad, in foreign newspapers and in 

the local ones they issue, on the party platforms and in the religious pulpits, 

and it did not happen that the regime was jolted or felt afraid of then. 


"The goal in the latest measures was not to protect the regime but rather to 

strike out at the laxity, which has become rampant as a direct result of this in- 
cessant slandering. Through this laxity, the people have moved out into the street, 
the mosque, the church, everywhere. 
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"The government is preoccupied and will always continue to be preoccupied with con- 
struction and the attainment of welfare. The government, along with the party, is 
working to realize this goal. Then the leaders of the opposition Labor Party come 
along and ridicule this, saying that the National Party is preoccupying itself 
with chickens and eggs! 


"What is there to keep the party from being concerned with self-sufficiency in food? 
Isn't that better than being preoccupied with empty political speeches and shouting 
slogans? 


"I believe that the political party's interest in providing food for the citizens 
is the height of national service; what more does the citizen want than an easy, 
normal life? What more can a successful political party offer the citizen than to 
provide prosperity for him? 


"The advanced countries in Europe and America are concerned with the welfare of 
the citizen. The communist countries are concerned only with spreading about ideo- 
logical theories in the minds of citizens and keeping their stomachs empty and un- 
fed! Political parties in the advanced countries compete to offer electoral plat- 
forms that will provide prosperity for the citizen with the least possible burden. 


"Our National Party is striving to provide welfare for the citizen. When this 
party strives to achieve self sufficiency in feod for every citizen, these people 
go out, ridicule it, cast doubts on its accomplishments and slander its leaders! 


"Can one be silent about this state of affairs? 


"The issue, in my opinion, is no more than one of rancor in the hearts of people 
who have been blinded by hatred. What they say they do not do. The leaders of 
the Progress Party, which is headed by communists, are living the life of million- 
aires, but they feel no embarrassment in shedding crocodile tears over the suffer- 
ings of poor citizens. The head of the Grouping Party is rich through inheritance, 
which he does not deny, but nonetheless he imagines that there are people who be- 
lieve him when he talks about suffering and the pains of the masses!" 


I asked President al-Sadat: 


"Let us go back to the question public opinion is raising now, which is, what 
next, after these procedures? What next, once the roots of discord are eliminated?" 


The president replied, 


"I had hoped that the latest measures would appear as an electric shock in order 
to put an end to the state cf laxity we are complaining about. We don't have time 
to waste responding to the: vindictive, to people seeking blood revenge and to 
people who have come out of the caves after decades and imagined that the world is 
as it used to be and that nothing in it has changed. 


"We need every moment in order to work and produce, not jest and joke at the 
simple-minded. I want to move what we are now doing in al-Salihiyah over into 
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other areas of work and production. In al-Salihiyah we find serious young people 
living in tents and working night and day. I want every young person in Egypt to 
go to al-Salihiyah to see what is happening there. Roads are being built, light 
poles are being erected, the land is being farmed and produced in accordance with 
the most up to date achievements in the whole world. I demanded that we be able 
to reclaim and farm 50,000 feddans before the end of this year. Some people have 
said that that could never be done, and some others cast doubt on the operation 
itself. I eagerly declare today that Dr ‘'Abd-al-Razzaq ‘Abd-al-Majid went to al- 
Salihiyah, along with Eng Husayn 'Uthman, the commissioner of the project, followed 
upon what has been done and is soon to be done, then came back to Cairo and told 
me that the area that will be farmed and producing by the end of this year totals 
60,000 feddans, not 50,000, as we had been expecting and anticipating. 


"What is happening in agriculture is happening in the economy as well. We have 
succeeded in lowering the inflation rate from 25 percent per annum in 1980 to 11 
percent today. That rate does not exceed the rate of growth of the national pro- 
duct and it is less than the inflation rate prevalent in Europe and America. This 
was achieved thanks to the government's budget surplus, which came to 143 million 
pounds, as compared with the deficit last year, which totalled 1.25 billion pounds. 


"That is the condition of our economy. 
"We see nothing that threatens our security or stability. 


"However, it is time for us to say No to laxity, and to tell the people who are 
lax, Stop where you are." 


I asked President al-Sadat, 
"How can we tell people who are lax to stop where they are?" 
President al-Sadat replied, 


"In the universities, for example, professors are supposed to work to graduate new 
generations of groups of people who are scientifically, educationally and academi- 
cally qualified so that horizons of practical life may open up before these genera- 
tions, through the science, expertise, patriotism and exploration they possess and 
can furnish them with. However, if these professors become converted into left- 
wing or Moslem Brother proselytizers, how can we let them stay in their places in 
the university? 


"What can be said about university professors can also be said about journalists 
and writers. Journalists form public opinion through what they write every day in 
their papers. Readers are always influenced by what they read in the papers they 
buy. It is well known that 90 percent of the citizens’ opinions are usually formed 
through their reading. Since this is the case, how can we permit the existence of 
two communist papers in the press? How can we let religious fanatics write the 
material they poison young people with in their papers and magazines? 


"For this reason, we abrogated the fanatic religious papers and magazines on the 
Moslem and Christian sides both. I give thanks to God that the overwhelming 
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majority of our people said Yes to the latest measures. More than 11 million said 
Yes in the latest referendum. The results of the referendum give us a starting 
point in prosecuting laxity and striking out et it and eliminating it. 


"We will eliminate laxity everywhere, in the streets, in the universities, in the 
schools, in the public sector and in the private sector. We will prosecute it in 
the home and the town and the village. We will prevent religion from being ex- 
ploited to arrive at some objective to realize a personal goal. We will forcefully 
combat anyone who tries to implant destructive principles in the spirits of our 
young people or tries to fill their hearts with blind ignorant fanaticism. We will 
stand up to everyone who imagines that he can take us back again to the past with 
all its corruption and corrupt practices." 


I asked President al-Sadat: 


"Mr President, how can this process of standing up and preventing the repetition of 
other attempts to drown the country in the state of chaos and laxity that we are 
suffering from take place? Are the latest measures to achieve this goal sufficient?" 


The president replied, 


"A series of decrees will be necessary and it will be necessary to start applying 
them as of the start of October. These decrees will be issued by the Council of 
Ministers. This is now Thursday. The Council of Ministers will meet next Sunday, 
that is, before the release of the issue of MAY in which this interview will be 
published. Every minister will present the measures he considers must be carried 
out and adopted in his ministry. We are now a country of institutions, leaders, 
and staffs, and in Egyptian history constitutional organizations have never hap- 
pened to work with the seriousness with which our current organizations are work- 
ing. 


"Perhaps people are wondering why I did not attend the last Council of Ministers 
session, in which the council adopted its decision to expel the Soviet Ambassador 
from Egypt. The reason I did not attend this session is that the whole subject 
was one of information. The minister of the interior presents his information and 
the director of General Intelligence presents his information in turn. All the 
information was presented to the Council of Ministers so that the council could 
then adopt its decree on the matter. That is what actually happened. The council 
met without me; I was in ‘Abidin Palace at that time, meeting a number of new 
ambassadors. The minister of the interior presented his information and the direc- 
tor of General Intelligence presented his. The ministers then started commenting 
and recommending, and ultimately the council issued its decree to expel the ambas- 
sador and his diplomatic aides who were implicated along with hin. 


"What no one knows is that Vice President Husni Mubarak came to ‘Abidin Palace 
after the Council of Ministers meeting ended. 


"He told me that the ministers’ views differed, as follows: 


"The first group demanded that relations with the Soviet Union be severed at once. 
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"The second group demanded that the steps of cutting off relations proceed gradually 
and that with the step of expelling the ambassador. 


"The third group demanded that relations not be cut off and that we content our- 
selves with expelling the ambassador and the diplomats who were implicated with 
him. 


The council discussed all that, then agreed in the end to expel the ambassador and 
the people with him and not to sever relations. I learned all this afterward from 
Vice President Husni Mubarak. I did not know in advance what the Council of Minis 
ters intended to do with respect to the serious information we came upon. This 
means that we have real organizations that play their part and commit themselves to 
their duty. This is what the Council of Ministers did and what it will do at the 
next session on Sunday when it issues its decrees aimed at standing up to and eli- 
minating the phenomenon of laxity." 





I asked President al-Sadat: 


"What in your conception is the way to stand up to the phenomenon of laxity that 
citizens are suffering from?" 


The president replied, 


"Our institutions demand that laxity be stood up to. I have left it to every of- 
ficial to set out his conception of achieving this goal. The minister of education, 
for instance, knows more than other people about the conditions of laxity within 
his own ministry and is consequently able to stand up to it and eliminate then. 

The minister of the interior knows what is going on in the streets, and how to pre- 
serve security on them and keep them from succumbing to laxity. And so on. 


"You ask me about my personal notion of how to stand up to laxity. I can tell you, 
about laxity in the university, for example, that we consider that the political 
parties, the parties prior to 23 July 1952, corrupted university life. Then the 
Socialist Union and the Student Organization came along, and these two also cor- 
rupted university life. Then the new parties also took part in the corrupting pro- 
cess; former members of the People's Assembly would go to the university to stir 
up the students. The vice chairman of the Labor Party would also go to the uni- 
versity to take part in the disruption process. 


"A bearded member of the People's Assembly went to the university in thé days 
Khomeyni was first making his appearance, they made a fuss over him there, and he 
imagined that he was the new Khomeyni that Egypt was waiting for: This man earned 
his living by reciting the Koran in Arab countries. We have no objection to people 
reciting the Koran for material gain--in Egypt there is a league of reciters to 
which the most famous chanters of the Koran in the Islamic world belong. However, 
for a chanter to turn into a political and religious leader, then to dream that he 
can rule Egypt the way Khomeyni rules Iran, is really ridiculous. That is what 
some people have done with life in the university. 


"They have used rancor, exploited democracy, and worked to corrupt and stir up 
the students. I have declared that I will strike out at rancor but I never will 
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strike out at democracy. The fault does not lie with democracy; rather, the fault 
lies with the people who try to mobilize the climate of democracy to serve their 
selfish urges, their desires and their rancor. 


"For this reason I did not prepare for martial law when I decided to stand up to 
laxity and direct an electric shock against the lax, the opportunistic, the fanatic 
and the destructive. I did not strike out at democracy. Rather, I relied on 
Articles 73 and 74 of the constitution. 


"Let me return to my conception of what we can do in the university and give a nun- 
ber of examples of laxity: 


"The Islamic groups have become widespread and have tried to engage in swindling. 
They tried to disrupt the book fair at Alexandria University and cleared it of 
books by giants of Egyptian literature such as Najob Mahfuz, Tawfiq al-Hakim and 
Ihsan 'Abd-al-Qaddus, leaving just the books they liked. They have prevented the 
showing of movies in the universities! In some faculties they have specified the 
places where female students can sit, far apart from male students! When the uni- 
versity administration comes and takes measures against one of them, he goes to 
the Council of State and says that he worships his lord and applies his version of 
Islam, and the judge is compelled to rule in his favor. I do not consider this 
worship or the application of Islam--it is a kind of swindle, no more, no less. 


"Let us see what is happening in universities abroad, in the Western countries and 
in the Eastern ones. In the former, we find students studying at their own expense 
and spending no less than 1,000 pounds sterling a year. Students in Egypt study 
free of charge. If a student in a Western university does something wrong, the 
professor has the right to expel him and prevent him from studying, and to do so 

he does not have to have a decree from the director of the university, the univers- 
ity board or a judge. 


"If we go to the Eastern countries, we will find that university education is re- 
stricted to the children of elite Communist Party members. If a student does some- 
thing wrong he is dismissed in a second. Not only that, he disappears completely 
from sight and no one knows where he has gone! 


"We in Egypt open the gates of university education to people obtaining a general 
secondary certificate with the grade specified by the coordinating office, and 

there is no difference there between the son of a watchman or the son of a minister. 
No condition demands that the student be a member of the ruling party. We are not 
asking him to pay 1,000 pounds in tuition. The government defrays these expenses 
and it builds university villages to house male and female students at token fees 
in exchange for room and board. In spite of that, demonstrations have been launched 
and students have destroyed the university villages and broken the windows in them! 


"This must all disappear from our university life as of this year. 
"In this regard, I would like to have the Council of Ministers present legislation 


to the People's Assembly giving the university alone the right to inflict penalties 
on students who do wrong. When that happens, we will not be persecuting the 
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student. That was what was applied in the past, until I gave the students many 
things they misunderstood and exploited. In my view, the verdict of punishment 
should be issued by a court composed of professors, and the student should be able 
to protest the verdict of the first court before a second one, composed of pro- 
fessors also in addition to a counsellor, and that will issue a final decree on 
the case, 


"Total control will be imposed to maintain stability in the university villages and 
any student who does not commit himself to being peaceful and orderly will be ex- 
pelled at once. 


"Do students who keep hunting knives in their pockets deserve to be called university 
students? Students who try to shut down classes on the pretext of performing the 
noon or evening prayer will never be able to do so again as of today. If they want 
to perform the obligation of praying while there, they can leave the auditorium and 
go do it someplace else. But for them to try to shut down classes so that all the 
students will leave the auditorium to pray is not acceptable to religion. Almighty 
glorious God said "Are you compelling people to be devout?" The Islamic groups 
will be proscribed. Disruptive activity will be proscribed. Christian families 
and activities will be proscribed, without discussion. The word ‘proscribed’ here 
means that people who are arrested will be terminated from the university at once. 
Exploiting places of learning for purposes other than learning will be totally 
proscribed. This is as far as the universities and combatting laxity in them go. 


"There are other sources of laxity I would like to talk about, such as people who 
call themselves the opposition. I have heard that the Labor Party is thinking of 
issuing a new newspaper in the place of the paper whose issuance has been pro- 
scribed. The Labor Party tnought that it had come to constitute a terrifying force 
and that its paper was vexing the government and we were compelled to proscribe it. 
This is not true. It is not a strong party or a paper that causes us anxiety. We 
shut it down because it played a role in factional strife and contributed to the 
climate of laxity to the point where one of its writers, Fathi Radwan, came to re- 
semble a journalist who spread doubts about judges and public prosecutors who had 
given wrongful verdicts! 


"Therefore I will ask the Supreme Press Council at its next meeting to re-evaluate 
the party newspapers that have been issued--AL-AHALI, AL-SHA‘B and AL-AHRAR, It 

is necessary to reread and evaluate what has been written in these party papers 

and present that to the people so that they can render their judgment on the ex- 
periment of these papers. The Supreme Press Council will then set forth its notion 
on the issuance of party papers in the light of the evaluation of the previous 
stage. 


"Democratic practices must be re-evaluated. I imagine that the valuation process 
can be carried out by members of the People's and Consultative Assemblies, the 
board of counsellors, the boards of directors of all professional unions, and the 
chambers of commerce, industry and agriculture. The evaluation will take place, 

a paper will be prepared to be presented to the people so that they may state their 
opinion on the procedures for sound democratic practice in the light of the evalua- 
tion of the current practices that some people have exploited in order to strike 
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out at democracy, until we come up with a paper that spells the proper form of 
democratic practice out for us. No new parties will be established and no new 
party newspapers will be issued." 


I asked the president, 


"What about the people on both sides who have exploited religion in order to in- 
flame factional dissension?" 


The president replied, 


"Mosques and churches are to present religion, religious morality, dimensions of 
religion and everything that God has commanded. However, mosques and churches are 
never to be used to spread about rancor or fanaticism. For example, we have heard 
about some people who demand that radio and television programs be abrogated, as 
Khomeyni has done. I might point out on this occasion that the Moslem Brothers 
issued a magazine titled AL-IKHWAN AL-MUSLIMIN in the period before the revolution. 
I might point out that the people who produced this magazine suffered from a prob- 
lem. It became apparent to them that one of the most important reasons for the 
broad circulation of a magazine, any magazine, is the fact that it publishes radio 
programs. Programs of music and romantic songs are totally at variance with the 
ideas of the Moslem Brothers, and they failed to solve the problem. They went to 
their elder, Hasan al-Banna, to consult with him on how to solve it. Hasan al- 
Banna thought a long time and realized that the magazine would have no circulation 
unless it published the radio programs. His intelligence guided him to the need to 
twist the principles he was propounding, and he decided to give agreement to the 
publication of the radio programs provided that the holy verse which states: ‘Hear- 
ing, seeing and the heart--he is responsible for all of them’ be written at the 
top of the page in large type." 


"The brothers thought that they were thereby committing themselves to their prin- 
ciples and ideas! Is there any ruse greater than those that are aimed against 
religion and attempt to exploit it and bend it to attain their objectives, even if 
the objective is only to promote their magazine by publishing the programs of the 
radio, music and romantic songs? 


“Where is the truth? Where is frank talk? 


"Are the brothers asking us to twist religion, too, as they did, and to start 
television programs with the same verse, then continue to give the programs as 
they are? No, we are not devious. We are not afraid and we do not laugh at our- 
seives. : 


"People who do not like episodes that are presented on television can avoid watch- 


ing them. However, they never have the right to demand that presentation of them 
be prohibited and to try to deprive other people from watching then. 


11887 
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LIBERAL PARTY SECRETARY GIVES REPORT ON YEAR'S ACTIVITIES 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 163, 7 Sep 81 p 7 


/Article by Muhammad Murad al-Sabastasi: "A Report on The Liberal Party's Activity 
on the Fourth Anniversary of Its Estat lishment" 


/Text/ Since its establishment, the Liberal Party has gone through various stages 
characterized by the designations that accompanied its genesis, and the genesis of 
its fellow parties, after the multi-party system had been absent for close to a 
century after the 23 July 1952 revolution. 


Although the party adopted the name "platform of the right" on the day of its birth, 
and after that the "Organization," then "Party of the Socialist Liberals," it has 
suffered a great deal and been faced with innumerable difficulties, provoked, from 
outside its walls, through the ruling party and its aides and, from within its 
walls, through what has been said and printed about some people by others. 


However, it remained perseverant and firm on the political stage, a proud giant, 
thanks to the backbone of its sincere self-sacrificing members, who are committed 
to its ideology, its beliefs, its program and its goals. 


The Liberal Party has given all the parties that have come into being recently in 
Egypt beneficial lessons in constructive criticism and purposeful patriotic ideas. 
It has also given these parties, whether they have been dissolved, have broken up 
or have subsequently been established, the main features of the upright, wise 
policy a political party must pursue, working on behalf of the public interest 
without anticipating private or public compensation, criticising in order to build 
without deriving compensation from its self-sacrifice, guiding and being guided 
without breaking down doors or exploiting influence out of satisfaction or rancor. 


The Course of the Parties 


The Liberal Party has stayed with the man on the political street, growing and 
growing, being strengthened and strengthened, at a time in which parties that had 
thought they were giants disappeared. A dominant party arrogated power, status, 
and authority to itself but in spite of that was eliminated overnight and became 
a story of the past, while another party devoted itself assiduously to politics 
in spite of the old roots it had in the conscience of the Egyptian people and con- 
demned itself to introversion and decline! 
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A party that arose as a result of a gift from the president and bore the banner of 
the opposition, in its belief and the belief of the people who established it 

that it was the legitimate alternative to the Liberal Party, nonetheless disap- 
pointed many people's beliefs and turned around completely. It burned the shield 
toward the ruler instead of the ruled and acted as an opposition to the opposition, 
criticizing for the sake of criticism and defamation before it could develop a pur- 
pose, indicating, making statements, and accepting from the ruler and the ruled 
what a political party with deep ideas, opinions and consultation would not receive. 


Another party withdrew into its own shell, writing with its left hand what its right 
hand would not accept or approve, becoming divided within itself and trying to unite 
with others; however, the experiment which it strove for earnestly, to draw the 
Liberal Party into its lair, did not succeed; rather, the liberals were liberal in 
their views, liberal in their contributions, and liberal in staying away from that 
party. 


Then the National Party rose up against its venerable founder and his unblemished 
patriotism, and broad leadership groups from former political organizations rallied 
around it, although they were not marked by popularity or mass appeal, for people 
believe that personalities that make complete changes are closer to ignoring their 
trust than adhering to its objectives and that political caprice does not benefit 
national issues so much as it benefits its followers and advances their personal 
relationships! 


The Discipline of the National Party 


The National Party, though it is the ruling one, is nonetheless in need cf discip- 
line within its ranks and unification in its thought, in order to bring the higher 
interests of the country to the destiny its founders and establishers aspire to. 
Although it thought of establishing an opposition from within once, that was not 
destined to succeed, emerge or be put in practice, for sound opposition arises and 
is nurtured in its thinking, ideology and opinions from outside, with the aim of 
arriving at the desired goal and showing the ruling party the need to avoid turning 
away from the straight upright path that the people are satisfied with and approve 
of. 


This is a sketch of what went on, and has been going on, among men in the political 
street since the establishment of the platforms /in parliament/, proceeding through 
the parties, their continued existence and the emergence of a number of then. 


As for the Liberal Party, much talk must be focused on that, on the occasion of 
the fourth anniversary of its establishment in July 1977; in dwelling on the fact 
that this anniversary has endured as a holiday for the freedom from which it has 
derived its name, in this regard I can mention, and you are the best people to be 
reminded, that: 


The Liberal Party was founded and included within its ranks half a million liberal 


citizens throughout the 22 of 24 governorates that existed at that time, before 
the establishment of the two sections of North and South Sinai. 
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The party entered the 1976 People's Assembly election campaign, won one-eighth the 
valid votes of the voters and won in 23 districts of parliament. 


The Egypt Party, that party of the police, assailed others with a politically vin- 
dictive gaze, raining pressure on the party and pressures upon its members, through 
promises at_ times and threats at others, finally influencing 18 members who broke 
away from /our/ ranks and decided to join the ranks of the ruling party, applying 
the principle of mutual benefit, out of concern on the part of some of them for 
their working future, and out of solicitude on the part of others, for the interests 
of their electoral and mass base. 


While this unworthy policy on the part of the Egypt Party hastened its demise and 
burial in the mind of the man in the political street, the Liberal Party entered 
the 1979 campaign, along with the National Party, and acquired three seats, one of 
which was withdrawn under the influence of the techniques the obsolete party fol- 
lowed. Two members stayed on in the assembly, stirring up waves and banging 
against rocks, with sound hearts and genuine, aware spirits. On this occasion, 

it is proper that they be extolled with the most resounding declarations and that 
their names be held on high in the record book of honor and sincerity. These two 
prominent members are Mrs Ulfat Kamil and Mr Muhammad Mahmud Isma‘il. Each of them 
complements the other in terms of ideas, opinions, votes and ennoblement of the 
name of the liberals under the rotunda of the People's Assembly. 


The Liberals and the Consultative /Assembly/ 


The liberals did not stand immobile in their places, negative in their conduct or 
fearful for their destiny when on the horizon the notion emerged of establishing 
the family assembly, to bring together the ideas, values and traditions of the 
Egyptian family in an attempt to create a sense of balance between the two assem- 
blies in terms of research, study and legislation. 


Two opposition parties withdrew from the Consultative Assembly election campaign; 
the Liberal Party elected to stand fast and undertake to enter the campaign, 
although the reins would have slipped away on the day of the vote after the cam- 
paign had it not been for the balanced thinking, wisdom and farsightedness of the 
overwhelming majority of the liberal command under the chairmanship of the liberals’ 
leader, Mustafa Kamil Murad. 


While the result did not yield the desired expectations, it was a sign of the truth 
that Egyptian public opinion was favorable to the liberals. The liberal candidates 
who took part in 12 governorates received about 8 percent of the votes in the re- 
public as a whole, although we stayed out of 14 governorates for reasons beyond the 
will and resources of the party. Had the campaign been held in all the governorates, 
the picture and the percentages would have bean different. 


It is no secret to all that, being appreciative and fair, the situation was totally 


unreal. Here it is worth pointing to the splendid efforts the perseverance, tumul- 
tuous patriotism and burning enthusiasm in the hearts and breasts of the party's 
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candidates in the governorates that took part in the campaign and the helmsman and 
commander of each of these governorates, namely Cairo, Alexandria, al-Qalyubiyah, 
al-Daqahliyah, al-Sharqiyah, Kafr al-Shaykh, Port Said, Suez, al-Buhayrah, al-Fayyun, 
Bani Suwayf and Sawhaj. 


In spite of that, the liberals’ voice has been heard under the cupola of this 
fledgling assembly which asserted its existence less than a year ago. While we will 
not enumerate the various facets of its activity, it is our duty to extol the fore- 
bearance of the liberals’ opinion, their constructive active participation in every 
subject that has been raised or discussed in the Consultative Assembly, their pro- 
found studies, their penetrating directives, and their upright alertness; not one 

of its sessions has failed to see two or three of its five members venturing to 
talk, to the point where the members of the National Party and the independents 
ceased to be able to keep abreast of their opinions and ideas. It is indeed correct 
to state that the liberal members, with their few numbers, represent 50 percent of 
the power of the speakers taking part in the assembly. The voice of the party 
leader has risen high in representing the opposition: he has been a giant figure 

in objectivity, alert in his discourse and maneuver, and calm in his words and ex- 
pressions. 


Flexible politics are politics that do not become rigid or fanatical when such con- 
duct is of no benefit and seize opportunities when they are not to be repeated, 
before time passes. 


The party now has seven members under the cupola of the two assemblies and we hope 
that their number will miltiply in the very near future and they will become the 
majority, representing the majority, at which time it will be able to realize its 
goals and assert its program through publication, distribution and execution, be- 
fore it is condemned. 


The Government Is Guided by the Party's Opinions 


Since its establishment, the Liberal Party has repeatediy and consistently declared, 
in its conferences, at its symposia, in its sessions and on the pages of its paper, 
man of the materials in its program, its members' tendencies, and their criticisms 
of many of the government's projects in the fields of economics, finance, policy, 
budgets and stabilization, laws related to the daily and unusual life of the masses 
of thepeople and the problems the people are suffering from, such as housing, trans- 
portation, supply, wages and salaries, and so forth. 


The government and the ruling parties have taken many of the party's views and 
ideas and embraced them although they have claimed authorship of some of them 
themselves, Among these constructive ideas, for example but not exclusively, are: 


The laws on taxes and the amendments that they have involved. 
Wages and salaries and their rate of increase; although they have not reached the 


level the party recommended, they have come close to what the Liberal Party in- : 
dicated. 
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The creation of a money market to improve and support the position of the Egyptian 
pound. 


Holding companies. 


Housing and the attempt to solve housing problems through the importation of 
material and equipment, facilitate acquisiticn of suitable housing by classes with 
limited incomes, manpower training, the attempt to mechanize construction to over- 
come the problem of trained manpower, reduction in the system of deeding, and re- 
duction in rents as far as possible; although the problem has not yet been solved 
in an appropriate manner, it is on the way, thanks to the liberals’ criticisms and 
directives. 


Prices and a review of prices in a manner in keeping with real costs, keeping these 
in line with the social prices the government imposes, subsidized by the allotted 
subsidy price. 


Social, industrial and agricultural development through horizontal expansion to the 
extent of the capacity of the means of production, alongside vertical expansion, 
to the extent that that keeps abreast of quality and proficiency. 


The failure to encroach on farmland and the attempt to direct industrial and 
developmental installations toward the desert. 


Development of public and university education, while devoting attention to tech- 
nical education in order to keep abreast of the requirements of society. 


Cultivation of the practices of Islamic law in letter and spirit in many of the 
government's amended, proposed or issued laws, while creating a climate of fra- 
ternity and equality among the state's citizens of various creeds, in spite of the 
rancor that is being stirred up in various areas of the republic on the part of 
waywerd, spiteful groups that are unaware of the destinies of the people and their 
brethren, their patriotism and the unity they have experienced for hundreds of 
years because their spirits are weak and they have been seduced by various means 
by vindictive people and rejectionist states. 


In the foreign realm, we will never forget the points that the Liberal Party raised 
upon application of the Camp David treaties and the wise decision that the party 
took at the levet of the secretariat general, its permanent council and its political 
bureau, to the effect that relations must not be normalized until Israel's serious 
intention to evacuate the beloved national soil and make autonomy clear to all is 
proved. 


The party got what it wanted and what the Egyptian government and negotiators 
received, although some opposition parties abused them, took control of the situa- 
tion away from them and declared their rejection of this treaty, which they had 
previously supported! 


The Liberal Party does not stop at Egypt's borders. Its members prefer to take 
their message beyond our borders and take part and participate with liberal parties 


62 








in all places in the free world. The party has sought to join the international 
liberal movement, sending a delegation of its people who contributed their efforts 
and went to Austria, participating in the Austrian party's silver anniversary. 

The first cry that resounded among the liberals of the world was that of the 
Egyptian liberal party, a cry that was received with approval, appreciation and 
wonderment and endéd with the acceptance of the Egyptian Liberal Party as a member 
of the international liberals movement, on an equal basis among the representatives 
of 19 countries of the world. 


Suspension of the National Party's Application 


This was at the same time that the National Party's application for membership in 
the international socialist movement was suspend»d in pite of the resources for 
proselytization and publicity, affluence and abundan~ nanpower it possesses. 


The Liberal Party has gone through various stages, of material revival at times and 
of pressure and pressures at other times; the situation today has brought it to a 
stage of near-stability, although that is not enough to carry out the party's con- 
mitments, support it, strengthen it and cope with its activities in the governor- 
ates, which represent the main structure of the body of the party and the pulsat- 
ing expression of the masses of liberals throughout the republic. 


On its fourth anniversary, the Liberal Party wishes every Egyptian citizen security, 
safekeeping, and welfare and hopes that its conscious leaders who are moving forward 
with enthusiasm and patriotism will be the safety valve in helping to solve all the 
basic issues that are of concern to the nation and the people. May God grant suc- 
cess to all. Long live a free Egypt. 
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GOVERNMENT, OPPOSITION DEBATE LATEST SECURITY DECREES 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 165, 21 Sep 81 p 5 
/Article: "Legal Discussions of the Latest Republican Decrees" / 


/Text/ Counsellor Mumtaz Nassar, an independent counsellor, and Eng Ibrahim Shukri, 
chairman of the Labor Party, opposed the republican decrees on the laws while dis- 
cussing them in the People's Assembly, under the chairmanship of Dr Sufi Abu Talib, 
chairman of the assembly. The assembly gave its agreement to them after they were 
discussed. 


These decrees are related to the laws amending the Law on the Protection of Values 
from Impropriety, the Law Eliminating the Conditions Arising from the Imposition 
of Sequestration, the University Organization Law and the Law on Political Parties. 


The first of the opposition figures was Mumtaz Nassar (independent), who said 
"Article 67 of the bylaws st:ipulates that in the committee reports the names of 
the people opposed and the reasons for their opposition be mentioned. The reports 
should declare that the legislative committee to which these decrees were presented 
did not note my opposition. Therefore, they were in violation." 


He then moved on to talk about the decrees on the laws, stating "With all the ob- 
jectivity for which I have become known, I can tell you most truthfully that nation- 
al unity is a sacred national duty and a national duty which is derived from the 
constitution, which in Articles Six and 60, stipulates that the defense of national 
unity is the duty of every citizen under the aegis of the skies of Egypt. Defense 
of national unity is something which we do not question, although we do dispute 

the proper way of protecting this national unity. The proper way is not to turn 
toward Article 74 of the constitution, on which reliance was placed in the issuance 
of these decrees of laws." 


Sufi Abu Talib, chairman of the assembly, interrupted him to say "We are not in- 
tending to discuss Article 74 of the constitution.” Mumtaz Naesar responded by 
saying, "The committee reports relied on this article." Sufi Abu Talib stated, 
"The republican decree issued permits protesting against the measures taken in 
accordance with Article 74." 


Nassar continued his statement by saying, "Discussion of this subject requires 
reference to Article 74. If this article is properly observed, there will be no 
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need also to rely on Article 147, which makes it permissible to issue presidential 
decrees in the absence of the People's Assembly. The president has issued decrees 
on laws with reliance on Article 74, which does not give the right to issue decrees 
on laws, for the reason that Article 74 says ‘measures’ but does not say ‘decrees 
on laws' as stipulated in Articles 108 and 147. I object to all these decrees on 
laws, because Article 74 does not make it permissible to issue gislation in th's 
regard, especially since these decrees of laws have diminishe. the constitutions! 
rights of citizens as stipulated in Chapter Three of the constitution, where 
Article 141 stipulates that personal freedom is a natural right, is inviolable 
is not to be infringed. One cannot investigate a person, imprison him or prevert 
him from moving around. That is determined by the competent judge or the office 
of the public prosecutor. Therefore orders of arrest and seizure can be issued on- 
ly by the investigating authority. Article 144 points out that houses are a sanc- 
tuary that may not be entered or inspected, and Article 145 states that freedom of 
the press or publication is guaranteed and that giving warning against it or sus- 
pending it is prohibited. As an exception, in time of war, it is permissible to 
impose censorship on specific subjects connected to public security or national 
security in accordance with the law, and this means regulating rights, not diminish- 
ing them. Protesting before the socialist prosecutor means that he represents the 
authorities vis-a-vis the complaint; how can one lodge a protest before the author- 
ity that is making the charge?" 


Mumtaz Nassar said, "Resorting to an ordinary judge is a sacred right of every 
citizen." 


Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Labor Party, said, 


‘We all stand in a single rank before every danger threatening national unity and 
we are in agreement that this is a domestic and national obligation. However, in 
spite of that, one might differ on the means for attaining this objective. I can 
say that what appears in the amendment to the Law on the Protection of Values on 
protesting before the socialist prosecutor deprives the person making the protest 
of his ordinary judge and the natural procedures that are the greatest protection 
of the foundations of justice. 


Dr Kamil Layla responded to the opposition by stating that the measures that were 
taken were political and suvereign in the first place and thus opened the way for 
people lodging grievances. 


Counsellor Hilmi 'Abd-al-Akhir, minister of state for People's Assembly affairs, 
launched an atiack against unjustified opposition. He pointed out that the opposi- 
tion began its talk by shedding crocodile tears over national unity. 


"Abd-al-Akhir said, "The socialist prosecutor is an ordinary judge. The civil 
judge is an ordinary judge, and the judge in the Court of Values is an ordinary 
judge. However, the argument in the discussion causes us tc deny this court a 
juridical designation although it contains counsellors." 


The opposition did not follow up on this attack, and contented itself with reject- 
ing the decrees of the laws. 
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LIBERAL PARTY LEADER DESCRIBES OPPOSITION TO RECENT DECREES 


Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 166, 28 Sep 81 pl, 2 


/Article by Mustafa Kamil Murad: "The Opposition's View: The Liberals’ Opposition 
in Broad Daylight!"/ 


/Text/ In the last article, we described how President Anwar al-Sadat had con- 
stantly thought of establishing political parties directly after the corrective 
revolution and how he may have postponed carrying the idea out for a few years un- 
til he was able to complete the enormous task cast on his shoulders when he assumed 
power--the problem of the power centers, whom he eliminated with the great correc- 
tive movement of 15 May 1971, then the problem of the Russian advisors, which he 
terminated in 1972, and last but not least the glorious October war that restored 
Egypt its dignity and fully opened the way, which had seemed blocked, to the peace 
talks, then the Camp David agreement to establish peace in the Middle East. 


President al-Sadat presented a paper on developing the Socialist Union, which led 
to the appearance of political platforms, then political organizations, then, in 
November 1976, political parties, in Egyptian politics. 


In the political phase following the establishment of the parties in 1976, Pres- 
ident al-Sadat asked the parties to review party activity, commit themselves to 
the national line and stay away from abusiveness, the casting of doubts, and per- 
sonal provocation, He asked the People's and Consultative Assemblies to give 
their views on the future of democracy, the opposition and political parties, in a 
manner where each assembly would form a special committee to discuss this serious 
political subject and present its report to the assembly. 


The two special committees have begun their activity. This means that the pres- 
ident has the goal of starting a new party stage. On that subject, he has de- 
clared that he would like a large opposition party to be established alongside the 
majority party so that political balance between the majority and the minority 
would be realized. That is without a doubt a sound conception of what party life 
in Egypt must consist of, if political activity is to be guided with an objectiv- 
ity and seriousness that will be refiected on the country and the citizens. 


Since the political parties were established, experience has confirmed that the 
Liberal Party, with its practical and scientific program derived from the 
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conditions of our life, and through its sound exercise of democracy, has underlined 
the importance of objective opposition, remote from abuse or the settlement of old 
accounts, in order to continue the march forward. 


The Liberal Party has continued along the road it has mapped out for itself. The 
accusations levelled against it have not filled it with self-loathing and it will 
never be prevented from continuing its mission by the obstacles that have been 
placed in its way, which have reached the point where its newspaper was suspended 
for a long period and its deputies in the People’s Assembly were disenfranchised 
through the suggestion that their interests would be harmed if they remained in 
the Liberal Party but that they would be rewarded if they joined the government 
party: 


The Liberal Party stayed on the political stage without resources. We have not yet 
even acquired the /old/ headquarters of the Socialist Union, more than one-third of 
which were supposed to have been for the Liberal Party, according to the Law on 
Parties. Nonetheless, the party has managed to preserve its balance and its objec- 
tivity. It has not retreated or dissolved itself. At the same time, it has not 
acted impulsively but it has managed to establish its presence on the Egyptian 
street. 


Then came the elections to the Consultative Assembly, and it was decided that elec- 
tions would take place on the basis of lists /winning an/ absolute majority. The 
Liberal Party was the first to protest against the system of election through abso- 
lute lists, and the party demanded on the pages of its newspaper that that be 
amended to the system of relative lists 90 that the opposition would be given a 
chance, We quietly and objectively stated the gravity of absolute lists and said 
that it was a unique system, pursued in Egypt alone, which resulted in depriving 
the opposition from taking part in parliamentary life. 


In spite of our objection, we refused to boycott the Consultative Assembly elec- 
tions, as the other opposition parties did, proceeding from the principle of re- 
jecting negativism in political activity. In the Consultative Assembly elections, 
the Liberal Party obtained a quarter of a million votes in the 12 governorates 
where we did enter the elections. In spite of that, because the elections were 
held by the system of absolute lists, we did not obtain a single seat in the elec- 
tion. While five members of the Liberal Party were appointed to the Consultative 
Assembly--a position of the political leaders’ which is to be thanked--we could 
have acquired five times that number at least had the elections taken place by 
relative lists, as we had demanded. 


The Liberal Party managed to establish its presence in the Consultative Assembly 
through constructive objective discussions, by the testimony of the ruling party 
as set down in the minutes of the Consultative Assembly meetings; in the case of 
the two Liberal Party delegates, the minutes of the People's Assembly have testi- 
fied to the objectivity of the discussions in which they took part. 


The newspaper AL-AHRAR has managed to establish the importance of an objective 
opposition which does not rely on defamation and seeks refuge not in boasting and 
carping but in constructive, clear, frank opposition. It presents all opinions 
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on its pages; we even publish ones we differ with and oppose and we publish the 
aspects and causes of the dispute in order to affirm the principle of free dis- 
cussion and of replying to opinions with opinions in the context of democracy and 
the sovereignty of the law. This is AL-AHRAR's policy: objective opposition in 
broad daylight. 


11887 
CsO: 4504/25 


68 








VACANCIES IN PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY POSTS REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 166, 28 Sep 81 p 5 


/Article:_ "Vacant Positions in the People’s Assembly: New Nominations for Vice 
Chairman"'/ 


/Text/ Several major People's Assembly positions have been vacated following the 
announcement of the latest cabinet change. 


The position of the People's Assembly vice chairman for /professional/ groups and 
workers has been vacated with the appointment of Muhammad Rashwan to be minister 
of state for People's and Consultative Assembly affairs and ‘Abd-al-Hamid Radwan 
to be minister of state for culture. The position of chairman of the assembly's 
youth committee, which Radwan chaired, has also become vacant. 


The position of vice chairman of the legislative committee has been vacated; this 
had been assumed by Mukhtar Hani, who has been appointed minister of state for 
People's and Consultative Assembly Affairs. 


The nominations for vice chairman of the People's Assembly for groups have started 

to be the subject of discussion. The main candidate for that has been Mansur 

Hasan, former minister of state for the presidency and minister of state for 

culture and the media, while Mukhtar 'Abd-al-Hamid /is the prime candidate/ for 
vice chairman of the assembly for workers and peasants. Competition has started 

for chairmanship of the youth committee in the assembly; Radwan's sole competitor 

is ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Ghui, the deputy for Qina in the last session. Radwan won 

the chairmanship of the committee by virtue of the bylaws covering instances when 

an assembly vice-chairman runs for chairman of the committee. 


As a result of the latest change in two governorships, ‘Abd-al-Halim Ibrahim 
Muhammad al-Sa‘idi, who was appointed governor of Qina, resigned his membership 

in the People's Assembly, in accordance with the provisions of the law and the 
constitution, which stipulate that it is not permissible both to be a member of the 
People's Assembly and occupy the position of governor, while it is permissible to 
be both a member of the People's Assembly and a minister. Also resulting from the 
provision preventing such combinations was the resignation of Dr Ibrahim Lutfi, 
member of the People's Assembly, from his membership following the issuance of a 
decree appointing him Governor of al-Jizah. A new chairman is also to be appointed 
for the Nasir Social Bank, which Ibrahim Lutfi headed. 
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The vacancy of the seat of Tanta in the Governorate of al-Gharbiyah /professional/ 
groups will also be announced and new elections will be held there now that the 
district has been vacated with the appointment of ‘Abd-al-Halim al-Sa‘idi as vice 
governor of Qina. In addition, a new member will be appointed to the Consultative 
Assembly as a successor to Dr Ibrahim Lutfi, who has been appointed Governor of 
al-Jizah, since he was appointed in conjunction with one-third the members appointed 
in accordance with presidential decree. 


Another new member will also be appointed to succeed Tal‘at Yunan, who died last 
Thursday. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/25 


70 





BRIEFS 


LEFTIST ENCOURAGES MOSLEM GROUPS--Khalid Muhyi-al-Din, chairman of the Grouping 
Party (left-wing) has encouraged Islamic groups to join his party. Khalid Muhyi- 
al-Din said at the party symposium last Monday that having Islamic groups join the 
Grouping Party would make coordination between the party and the groups possible 
with respect to a_unified political program for coping with the /cur / difficult 
circumstances! /Text/ /Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 166, 28 Sep 81 pl 


PRESIDENT'S GOSSIP WITH JOURNALISTS--After President al-Sadat made his statement 
at the Supreme Press Council last Wednesday, he stood for a few minutes before 
leaving the chamber with the journalists, most of whom he had known when he was 
active in the press in the late fifties. The president asked Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus, 
"Are you happy with what Muhammad has done?" (Muhammad, Ihsan's son, was among 
the persons charged in the factional strife case.) Ihsan ‘Abd-al-Qaddus replied, 
‘Mr President, our fathers were not happy with our political activity. My son 
Muhammad is responsible for what he does. He is 34 now and therefore I do not try 
to interfere with him." The president said, in a paternal spirit, "But Muhammad 
is violent and they managed to attract him.” Ihsan replied, "But Mr President, 
that is the impetuosity of youth. What reassures me is that he does that on his 
own initiative, and there is no organization behind him pushing him." President 
al-Sadat smiled and turned to his colleague ‘Abd-al-'Aziz ‘Abdallah, the managing 
editor of AL-JUMHURIYAH and chairman of the restriction and discipline council in 
the Journalists’ Union, asking him “Are you happy, ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz, with what Lutfi 
al-Khuli wrote this week in the foreign press, cursing out Egypt and describing it 
in the vilest way? What are you going to do with him in the union?" ‘Abd-al-'‘Aziz 
‘Abdallah said "I didn't read what Lutfi al-Khuli wrote, Mr President." Salah 
Jalal, head of the Journalists’ Union, confirmed what ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz ‘Abdallah said, 
stating, "Mr President, we actually haven't read what Lutfi al-Khuli wrote." The 
president, smiling, said, "'Abd-al-'Aziz, I know you are always defending then." 
"Abd-al-"Aziz ‘Abdallah said, "To_the_contrary, Mr President, if a person errs he 
must be given his punishment." /Text/ /Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 166, 28 Sep 81 
pl 


LABOR PARTY HOLDS FIRM--Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Labor Party, cancelled 
his trip as a member of the party's delegation performing the pilgrimage obliga- 
tion this year, in order to follow up on the defense of Labor Party members who 
have been detained. Ibrahim Shukri said at the Labor Party's symposium last 
Tuesday that the party would not dissolve itself as the government had hoped but 
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would continue and would issue an internal pamphlet for distribution among the men- 
bers, now that it has been decided to prohibit the issuance of a new party paper. 
Ibrahim Shukri added that the party leaders would start a series of visits to the 


governorates today (Tuesday) to hold political conferences there. /Text/ /Cairo 
AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 166, 28 Sep 81p1/ 11887 
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IRAQ 


UDC 624.21:626.9 
BRIDGES TO BE BUILT ACROSS THARTHAR-TIGRIS CANAL DESCRIBED 
Moscow TRANSPORTNOYE STROITEL'STVO in Russian No 9, Sep 81 pp 56-57 


[Article by Engineers L. F. Baranov and V. N. Vedeneyev: "The Construction of 
Bridges Across the Tharthar-Tigris Canal in Iraq"] 


[Text] Construction of the Lake Tharthar-Tigris River Canal with the Soviet 
Union's technical assistance is of great national-economic significance for Iraq 
and will solve a number of important problems of further development of the coun- 
try's economy. 


Introduction of the Tharthar-Tigris Canal into operation will complete the creation 
of a large hydraulic-engineering complex, whose missions will be to protect Baghdad, 
the republic's capital, and vast tracts of agricultural land in the Tigris River 
floodplain from flooding and to reduce the salt content of Lake Tharthar waters 

so the lake can be used later as a flood-protection and irrigation reservoir of 
multiple-year capability. 


The complex (figure 1) includes: the Tigris River-Lake Tharthar Canal 2, which 

was built in 1956 (it is actually the 2-3 kilometer wide floodplain of the old 
river, with a dike on one side), with a discharge rate of up to 11,000 cubic meters 
per second, which discharges Tigris River floodwater into Lake Tharthar and has 
at Samarra a headworks 1, which includes a retaining dam, a regulating lock and a 
GES [hydroelectric-power station]; the Lake Tharthar-Euphrates River Canal 4, which 
was erected in 1976 with the technical assistance of the Soviet Union and has a 
discharge rate of up to 1,100 cubic meters of water per second and a regulating 
head lock 3. that passes water from Lake Tharthar to the Euphrates River; and the 
Tharthar-Tigris Canal 6, now under construction, with a discharge rate of up to 
600 cubic meters per second, which will join the Lake Tharthar-Euphrates River 
Canal with the Tigris River. 


After construction of the indicated complex is completed, Tharthar will be one of 
the largest irrigation reservoirs in the world. Its full capacity will be 92 cubic 
kilometers, and annual useful output for irrigation will be as much as 42 cubic 
kilometers. 


Later, the problem of providing for ship navigation between the Tigris and the 
Euphrates Rivers, with partial use of the Tharthar-Tigris Canal and the construc- 
tion of a regulating canal 7 to the Euphrates River, is to be resolved. 
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Figure 1. 
Key: 


A. To Mosul. 

B. Samarra. 

C. Tigris River. 

D. Lake Tharthar. 
E. Euphrates River. 
F. Romadi. 

G. Lake Khabbaniva. 
H. Felluya. 

I. Baghdad. 

J Lake Abu-Dibbes. 
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The Tharthar-Tigris Canal, with a 
total length of 65 kilometers, crosses 
from west to east, for most of its length, agricultural regions of the Mosopotamian 
lowland. The canal complex includes a water-separating unit 5, a connecting struc- 
ture 8 with a drop of 8 meters, bridges 10, a motor-vehicle road for inspection 
purposes 9, three culvert siphons, a gas and pipeline crossing, an LEP [power 
transmission line], joining drains, branch drains and other structures. 





The main earthmoving work is 62 million cubic meters in volume, concrete and rein- 
forced concrete laying comes to 150,000 cubic meters, and construction costs are 
68 million Iraqi dinars. 


The engineering design for the canal complex and its structures was prepared by So- 
yuzgiprovodkhoz [All-Union State Survey and Design and Scientific-Research Insti- 
tute for the Construction of Water-Resources Management Structures]. The canal is 
being built by the state organization Tartarproyekt, together with local and for- 
eign companies that are doing various types of work. 


The construction of one railroad and five motor-vehicle road bridges has started at 
places where the canal intersects with the Baghdad-Mosul Highway, the Baghdad-Mosul 
Railroad and local motor-vehicle roads. Motor-vehicle roads on the hydraulic-engi- 
neering structures are called for. The bridge designs were prepared by Tbilgipro- 

avtodortrans [Tbilisi Survey and Design Institute for the Design of Facilities for 

Motor-Vehicle Transport]. 


In accordance with the requirements of the client--Iraq's Ministry of Irrigation-- 
the highway bridges were designed to meet Iraqi norms, which correspond to British 
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standards, with a check conducted in accordance with Soviet standards. Forces 
greater than those calculated were adopted. Soviet norms were used for the rail- 
road bridge, since they give greater values for load on the structure. 


With a basic width of 60 meters at the bottom of the canal, a water depth of less 
than 10 meters (at maximum discharge), and slopes of 1:3, and also taking into ac- 
count the possibility of ship navigation in the future, a unit scheme of 

18 + 3x42.6 + 18 meters (figure 2) was adopted as a base for most of the bridges. 
Roadway width was set at 8 meters for local roads and 11.5 for arterial roads. For 
the latter, the construction of two separate bridges in each direction was 
called for. The railroad bridge was designed for three tracks on common supports, 
where double-track traffic now exists. 
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Figure 2. 
Key: 


JBB. High-water horizon. 
rMB. Low-water horizon. 


Metal section beams with road side up and the reinforced-concrete slab that was 
included in the work were adopted for the 42.6-meter intermediate span structures 
for the highway bridges. The 18-meter end structures were designed on the basis of 
six reinforced-concrete beams made at a casting yard. For the bridges, 18,600 
cubic meters of concrete and reinforced concrete are being placed, and total weight 
of the metal structure will reach 2,400 tons. 


The materials in the foundations of the bridges being built were represented main- 
ly by sand-and-gravel and clayey soils. Ground water is found at a depth of 1-3 
meters from the surface, it contains salt (up to 20 grams per liter), and it 
possesses sulfate aggressiveness in relation to the concrete. 


Taking the hydrogeological conditions into consideration and also the desirabili- 
ty of building the bridges prior to excavation work on the canal, the bridge sup- 
ports were erected on drilled-type cast-in-place piles 1 with diameters of 1.5 and 
1.95 meters. The piles were laid at an average of 20 meters below the designed 
bottom of the canal. The canal-bed bridge supports were designed as posts 3 with 
diameter of 1.95 meters, joined by a prefabricated reinforced-concrete crossbar 4. 
Because of architectural and economic considerations, a variable water horizon 
and a lack of drift ice, a transition from piles to posts was adopted without the 
construction of a grillage, which requires high precision in the erection of the 
drilling columns. 








In order to create a smooth surface for the visible portion of the drilling columns 
that is exposed after the canal's channel is excavated and also to give additional 
protection from the aggressive medium at the channel depth and somewhat below ii, 
the columns are erected in steel casing pipes 2. The concrete of the pile is pre- 
pared from sulfate-resistant cement. The design of the shore support is based upon 
three cast-in-place piles 1.5 and 1.95 meters in diameter, which are joined by a 
grillage 5. The posts and crossbar are prefabricated. 


The load-carrying capacity of the pile and the computed parameters are checked by 
static tests of one or two piles that are erected specially for the purpose in a 
row’ with one of the shore supports of each bridge. 


Erection of the cast-in-place piles has been entrusted to a specialized Iraqi 
state organization. 


In considering the favorable conditions for construction prior to excavation of the 
canal's bed and the small height of the supports, the spanning structures are to be 
assembled on the ground surface beside the bridge and installed on the supports 
later by two cranes of 50-ton lifting capacity each. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Transport", "Transportnoye stroitel'stvo", 1981 


11409 
CSO: 1829/41 


76 








VARIOUS ASPECTS OF DETERIORATION IN ECONOMY REVIEWED AT LENCTH 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-*ARABI WA AL-D’' WALI in Arabic No 232, 12-19 Oct 81 pp 34, 35 


/Article by Michel Murqus: "In the Period 1976-80, Treasury Revenue Deficit 
Was 5.5 Billion/ 


/Text/ The Lebanese general budget for next year, 1982, will come to 5,945,000,000 
Lebanese pounds, an increase of 15.7 percent over the 1981 budget. Revenues are 
estimated at 3,024,000,000 pounds, or a drop of 4 percent from the revenues for 
1981. The treasury deficit will have risen from 30 to 33 percent between 1981 and 
1982; the budget for Section Two has dropped from 33 to 30 percent /of the total/, 
while expenditures on Section One, covering wages and administrative expenses, 


account for 70 percent. The deficit comes to 1,995,000,000 pounds. 


Since 1975 the budget has been in a constant deficit. The public sector's 
domestic debts between 1976 and 1980 came to 5.5 million pounds as a result of the 
state's recourse to loans to cover the treasury deficit. How and where from? 


The 2 years' war was a decisive turning point in the traditional development of the 
accounts of the public sector, which suffered and still suffer from political and 
civil instability. The disruption has had an effect on the growth of the budget 
and the increase in its deficit. 


One result of the general expansion in the Lebanese economy in 1973 and 1974 was 

the increase in general treasury revenues, which rose by 29.3 percent between 1973 
and 1974. However, the events of 1975 and 1976 cancelled out these revenues, which 
came to just 152 million Lebanese pounds. It was necessary to wait until 1977 for 
the revenues to return to their previous level and, in theory, transcend the revenues 
of 1974 by 13.3 percent. However, a restructuring of the elements of these revenues 
occurred, on the basis of the data ami variables at the same time. 


Direct taxes, which accounted for 16.7 percent of total revenues in 1974, accounted 
for just 10.6 percent of total revenues in 1977. This drop resulted in particular 
from taxes on built-up property and consequently the prevailin:, diruption in the 
building sector. In the case of the drop in taxes on incomes sad profits, that 
resulted from the contraction in income taxes which for the most part were con- 
verted to wages. 


It became difficult to collect taxes on profits in view of circumstances, and in- 
direct budget revenues dropped from 56.9 percent in 1974 to 41.3 percent in 1977. 
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Customs duties accounted for 81 percent of total taxes in 1977, as compared with 
66 percent in 1974. One should bear in mind that the value of these duties be- 
tween these two years remained stable. The decline in other taxes, such as those 
on gasoline, tobacco and liquor, may be ascribed to the proliferation of parallel 
markets for these goods. 


The increase in general overall revenues arises from the various revenues that for 
the most part consist of the treasury's special account receipts in the Central 
Bank (a debtor account since 1976) and the government's share of the bank's pro- 
fits which have been accumulating constantly since 1976 as a result of the increase 
in interest rates on Eurodollars, especially with the drop in the value of the 
Lebanese pound relative to foreign currency. 


As regards the 1978, 1979 and 1980 budgets, an increase in general revenues had 
been anticipated as a result of the increase in customs duties and various revenues; 
however, the drop in customs revenues’ share of total budget revenues from 36.7 
percent in 1974 te 28.1 percent in 1981 caused these revenues to decline by about 
300 million Lebanese pounds, because of the profusion of illegal ports. 


A Drop in Activity 


The drop in public sector activity in 1975 and its paralysis in 1976 caused a 
revenue and expenditure deficit. The discrepancy between the rates of decline of 
revenues and expenditures placed clear boundaries of pressures on public spending, 
which since 1977 exceeded the 1974 rate by 64.7 percent, while revenues did not 
rise by more than 13.3 percent. The share of expenditures of Section One on the 
budget was 64.0 percent in 1974, 70.0 percent in 1977 and 68.2 percent in the 1980 
budget. 


The value of the wages and expenditures, which represented 66.9 percent of current 
expenditures in 1974, dropped to 48.5 percent in 1977 and 45.2 percent 1980. This 
development leads one to believe that other current expenses, including transfers 
and debt service, are constantly increasing. However, the subsidies the govern- 
ment pays to hold the price of such necessary commodities as sugar and wheat have 
been entered in the general budget accounts since 1977. The special accounts for 
fuel, which were in surplus up to the end of 1976, covered the resulting deficit 
/in fuel prices/in the period 1977-1979, but the fuel price deficit which came to 
650 million dinars in 1980, is expected ':o reach 1.8 billion pounds this year and 
will be paid out of budget expenditures. The public sector debt service referred 
to in the budget deals only with the delits that tie government has incurred. 


Investment expenditures in Sections Two and Three rose from 439 million in 1974 
to 601.2 million pounds in 1977 and 1,229,100,000 in 1980. Here we might point 
out that the leans the Development and Reconstruction Council has contracted for 
are going to finance certain projects. 


In another area, it should be noted that the ministries’ budget share has remained 
as it was, with the exception of the Ministry cf Economy and Trade, whose budget 
after 1977 ecomprised the budget of the Grain end Sugar Beet Bureau. 
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The moderate growth in revenues and the rapid expansion in expenditures show a 
successive, growing deficit in budget allocations, which ranged from a surplus of 
51 million pounds in 1974, to a deficit of 222.7 million in 1975, 567.8 million in 
1977 and 1,366.500,000 million in the 1980 budget. There is expected to be a 
deficit of 1,496,000,000 in the 1981 budget and of 995 million in the 1982 budget. 


What is significant is that the budget revenues in 1979, 1980 and 1981 did not 
cover the expenditures of Section One of the general budget for these years. 


Among the elements of the deficit are a lack of equilibrium between revenues and 
expenditures and inflation, which has been accompanied by an increase in wages and 
prices matched by an increase in revenues in general. In 1974, with the start of 
the inflation, expenditures increased 29.3 percent and imports 19.5 percent. How- 
ever, they increased by about 64.7 percent in 1977 over their 1974 level, although 
revenues did not realize a more than 13.3 percent increase. 


Government Debts 


In the face of this enduring deficit, the government has regularly sought recourse 
to domestic loans to cover its expenses, through the Ministry of Finance issuance 
of treasury bonds, since 1977. The value of these bonds rose from 469 million 
pounds at the end of 1977 to 1,969,000,000 at the end of 1980. The interest on 
these issues, which are spent to cover Section One of the budget, are increasing 
every year and the interest is being added to the government's expenditures. This 
interest has assumed a significant volume, now that interest has risen throughout 
the world and in Lebanese banks, inducing the Ministry of Finance to raise the in- 
terest on issues from 3 percent at the end of April 1979 to 10.25 percent in 1980 
and 11.5 percent in 1981--raising the amount of interest on the bonds it issued 
from 6.65 million pounds in 1977 to 31.95 million in 1978, 53.73 million in 1979, 
and 138.82 million in 1980. 


The government's debts do not stop at the treasury issues--they go beyond that, to 
the government's recourse to the Bank of Lebanon since the events of 1975 and 1976. 
Prior to that date the public sector's indebtedness to the bank was limited, because 
it was subject to Article 115 of the Money and Lending Law. As a consequence of 
this article, the treasury had a credit account until the end of 1975, then, after 
1976, fell into debt to the sum of 765 million pounds. The debt rose to 1,979, 
000,000 in 1979 and 2,439,000,000 in 1980 in the wake of the decline in the value 

of the Lebanese pound. 


By virtue of certain amendments to the Money and Lending Law which involved Article 
116, the treasury was allowed to disburse 80 percent of this surplus, and disburse- 
ments came to 840 million in 1978, 407 million in 1979 and 588 willion in 1980. 

The treasury's recourse to reserves were to cover its debts with the Bank of 
Lebanon. These debts migitt reach 2.5 billion pounds, with interest, as a result 

of Legislative Edict 123 of 30 June 1977. In 1976 the treasury disbursed 981 
million pounds, in 1979, 1,487,000,000, and, in 1980, 952 million. 
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Public sector deposits have not changed much since 1977. Deposits in Lebanese 
pounds are fed by treasury bonds and Bank of Lebanon offerings. Foreign currency 
deposits consist of reserves set aside for foreign payments or foreign aid and 
debts, and their volume is related to the volume of foreign payments. 


The public sector, whose credit with the Bank of Lebanon before 1975 came to 734 
million pounds, became indebted to the sum of 101 million pounds in 1976, 401 
million pounds in 1979 and 513 million in 1980. Interest on these debts came to 
40 million in 1978, 55.42 million in 1979, and 67.5 million in 1980. 


Public sector debts as a whole came to 5.5 billion Lebanese pounds in the period 
1976-1980 and were aimed at covering the treasury deficit. These debts covered 
30 percent of budget expenditures in 1977, 38 percent of the 1978 budget, 42 per- 
cent of the 1979 budget, and 52 percent of the 1980 budget. 


The government's foreign debts came to 1,513,405,700 Lebanese pounds, or 57 percent 
of the total of these debts. The sum of 653,942,100 Lebanese pounds had not been 
disbursed by the end of 1980. The interest on these loans came to 23.5 million 
pounds in 1978, 30.70 million in 1979 and 75.7 million in 1980. To that one should 
add the rise in the price of foreign currency, since the disbursement of these 
loans in Lebanese pounds in past years and payment of them after a number of years 
will cause the treasury to incur a loss as a result of the discrepancy in exchange 
rat7s. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


SOVIET STRATEGY THROUGH CREATION OF TRIPARTITE ALLIANCE DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic No 14, 15 Oct 81 p 6, 7 


/Article: "Political Reports: What Is the Tripartite Alliance's Plan for the 
Coming Stage?"/ 


/Text/ The establishment of the tripartite alliance among Libya, South Yemen and 
Addis Ababa is nothing but a Soviet scheme in a new attempt to pounce upon the area. 
Past events have stressed that the marxist regime in South Yemen is proceeding to 
execute what the Soviet Union assigns it. All political interpretations, following 
the establishment of this alliance, indicate that the three countries are preparing 
to carry out some activity in the region. 


The hostile fruits of the tripartite alliance will appear in the next few months, 
following completion of the plan the Soviet Union has prepared for it, which the 
agents in the three regimes will carry out: to put the region in the cauldron of 
international struggle. 


AL-WAHDAH's exclusive information has revealed that agreement was reached at the 
Aden summit meeting last August on sending a human force from Ethiopia to South 
Yemen, in addition to Cuban forces and the massive presence of advisors from the 
Soviet Union, East Germany and the other countries of the Communist regime in Aden. 
Libya will also send forces to Aden and Ethiopia which will stay there for the 
training and preparations that are expected in order to perform certain military 
operations against certain countries in the region. 


‘Ali ‘Antar, the first deputy prime minister in Aden, made a visit to Libya last 
month and a second one on the first of October. These visits are part of what is 
called an exchange of information and expertise among the countries of the tripart- 
ite alliance, and therefore these visits, and others the three regimes exchange, 
are part of the treaty's continued injection of a sort of stimulus, and assertion 
of that continued stimulus, to the end of carrying out the assignment the three 
countries are given, to carry out the Soviet schemes in the region. 


There are questions that many political commentators inside and outside the Arab 
world are raising: What do the countries of the tripartite alliance want, and why 
has the military alliance been concluded among them? Libya, one of the members of 
the alliance, is totally remote from the region. 
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We say: 


The tripartite alliance was established in accordance with Soviet orders and 
schemes. The Soviet Union is trying to collect or assemble any group of ccuntries 
/it can/ so that it can have a presence in the sensitive region, and, through these 
countries, carry out its aggressive designs. 


What do these countries want? 
We say: 


1. To hasten to attack the northern segment of Yemen through what is called the 
National Democratic Front so that the state of conflict between the nationalist 
regime in the northern segment and the elements in this front, which receives sup- 
port and backing from the three regimes that are participating in the alliance, 
will continue, with the blessing and support of the Soviet Union. 


2. Following this stage, that of completing the scheme of surrounding the regime 
in the northern segment from within and turning it into a marxist regime, they will 
be in charge of lighting the fire in the north and south of Yemen so that the region 
will be plunged into something resembling the Vietnam war and so that the Soviet 
Union and the countries of the Warsaw Pact will be able to have a direct presence 
in the area which will be greater than any previous presence they had. 


South Yemen claims that it is acting to unify the two segments of Yemen and that 
it is trying to realize Yemeni unity, but it is acting deviously and twisting the 
notion of unity. It wants to gain further time to carry out the schemes against 
the northern segment of the nation. 


On this notion, it was stated, in Chapter One of the program of the Yemeni Social- 
ist Party presented to the party's first conference in October 1978, titled "The 
Yemeni National Cause": 


"The attainment of Yemeni unity is to be considered one of the greatest and most 
noble goals linking the interests and the destiny of all the Yemeni people in the 
present and future. It is not a coincidence that this cause has been stirring and 
continues to stir up intense political and theoretical conflict between the forces 
of the Yemeni revolution and the forces hostile to it. The exploitative reaction- 
ary classes and elements that are hostile to the revolution and the toiling masses 
have been and still are setting forth the slogan of unity for the sake of their 
destructive interests, with the aim of pushing our people's national liberation 
movement along the road of combating the revolutionary transformations. 


"These forces are provoking the feelings of the masses, are brandishing the weapon 
of unity and are s<citing forth aggressive means for achieving it in order to bring 
the masses out into civil war and strife among the united people. The Yemeni 
Socialist Party, and all the most sincere and truthful progressive forces--the 
ones most prepared to sacrifice for the sake of a united democratic Yemen for the 
whole Yemeni nation--reject this type of notion of unity, as they reject the means 
for carrying it cut which reaction is trying to rely on. Therefore our party 
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cannot agree to have Yemeni unity realize the wishes and goals of the reactionary 
forces: we will struggle to realize Yemeni unity, with its democratic class nature, 
for the sake of the interests of the broadest masses of the people. Therefore 
Yemeni unity must acquire a democratic content and must serve the cause of the 
Yemeni revolution." 


This is the Marxist notion which the regime in Aden is propounding with regard to 
the cause of Yemeni unity. It is clear to us that the regime in Aden is distorting 
this cause and prompting elements of what is called the National Democratic Front 
to carry out acts of sabotage along the borders of the northern segment of Yemen, 
because these elements are the strategic allies of the Aden regime and are what the 
regime calls "the most sincere progressive forces, the ones most prepared to sacri- 
fice for the sake of a united democratic Yemen." 


Forces other than these, which reject a Yemeni unity based on the Marxist notion, 
are, in the view of the regime in Aden, “reactionary forces" and do not want a 
marxist union. To this end, the regime in Aden is continuing to support the forces 
of sabotage in desperate attempts to disrupt stability and security, because Soviet 
strategy at the present time is asserting the need to work to encourage the forces 
of sabotage along the borders of the northern segment of the country, in order that 
Soviet strategy in establishing a Yemeni union serving Soviet aggressive expansion 
in the area may be achieved. 


Therefore the tripartite alliance came into being, with the blessing of the Soviet 
Union, in order that this alliance could be empowered to achieve Soviet strategic 
goals. The establishment of this alliance would cause grave repercussions in the 
area, and this alliance would have the effect of causing any national effort to be- 
come exhausted, by preoccupying itself with reasserting stability and order in the 
region. Therefore this alliance has set forth, in hostility to the countries of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council and the northern segment of the country, in accordance 
with a terrible scheme whose objective is to have the region witness further blood- 
shed; the Russians have started to feel that their affairs have become stabilized 
in Afghanistan, that Arab positions regarding them have not been effective, and 
that following the invasion of Afghanistan they can leap into the region through 
their massive military presence in Ethiopia and South Yemen. The stage of the tri- 
partite treaty occurred to enable them to carry out their aggressive schemes. 


Therefore this alliance will remain in effect and the contacts will be active, in 
spite of the new tactics, attempts and conciliations the three countries carry out 
to avoid losing some of the gains they have realized through their relationship 
with the countries of the Gulf and the Peninsula, Lenin-says, "One step forward, 
two steps back." 


What next? 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


MEANING OF. ALLIANCE WITH USSR PROBED 
Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic No 13, 15 Sep 81 pp 26, 27 


/Article: "The Arab Gulf: What Next, with the Tripartite Military Alliance among 
Moscow's Allies? The Military Alliance Was Established To Threaten the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council States"/ 


/Text/ As Kuwait and the state of the emirates were awaiting a response from South 
Yemen on the mediation the two countries had been carrying out between South Yemen 
and the Sultanate of Oman, we were surprised by Aden's declaration of the establish- 
ment of a tripartite alliance among South Yemen, Libya and Ethiopia. The Gulf 
states were struck with astonishment, as the Gulf Cooperation Council was preparing 
to meet in al-Ta'if to hear a report from the Kuwaiti foreign minister on the medi- 
ation between Oman and South Yemen. 


We state that the military treaty concluded among the three countries constitutes 
a danger to all Arab countries; this treaty did not come into being in accordance 
with the will of the three countries so much as through Soviet orders to establish 
a kind of alliance in the area to cope with the Gulf Cooperation Council, which 
was founded by the will of the Gulf for the sake of economic, cultural and social 
coordination among the six Gulf countries. 


Since the Gulf state foreign ministers’ meeting to prepare for the council in the 
Sultanate of Oman in March, then the Gulf heads' summit meeting in Abu Dhabi, the 
Soviet Union has been considering that the establishment of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council is a threat to its aspirations and expansionist acts in the region. The 
visit by Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, Kuwait's foreign minister, to Moscow before the 
summit conference did not realize its objective--to the contrary, it confirmed that 
the Soviet Union is against the Gulf states. 


A Gulf source commented on this visit by sayiny, "Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad went to 
Moscow to discuss the Gulf resolution with the Soviets and they held him respons- 
ible for their own problems and concerns in the Gulf." 


It is therefore apparent to us that the Soviet Union is active in the region, is 
closely observing the Gulf states and is enlisting its allies and agents against 
them. At the time the Gulf leaders were discussing cooperation among their 

countries at the Abu Dhabi summit, Radio Aden was announcing the arrival of some 
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vessels of the Soviet fleet in the port of Aden. Following that, there were re- 
peated "Soviet observation maneuvers," and ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, the head of the 
regime, proceeded to visit some Arab countries, Syria, Libya and Algeria. In this 
tour, he also made a visit to Angola and Ehtiopia on a secret trip. After that 
visit, the Soviet deputy minister of foreign affairs arrived in Aden and met with 
a number of officials, then flew to ethiopia on a similar mission. 


Last July the first deputy Soviet defense minister, Marshal Sergei Sokolov, went 
on a visit to South Yemen that lasted 5 days after which he flew to Ethiopia to 
continue his mission. 


According to the available information, this visit was aimed at establishing co- 
ordination in joint military fields and at putting the final touches on the draft 
of the tripartite alliance of South Yemen, Libya and Ethiopia that was subsequently 
declared. The visit of the Soviet first deputy defense minister was the last in- 
stalment and final arrangement for the treaty and the trilateral alliance. 


The threat is serious. Communism is to be considered one of the most dangerous of 
the ideologies seeking places for themselves in the backward Third World, especial- 
ly in the Islamic and Arab countries. What binds Mengistu Haile Maryam, ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad and al-Qadhdhafi together but the illegitimate connection with and member- 
ship in world Communism and the Kremlin leaders in Moscow, and participation in 
conspiratorial roles against the Arab and Islamic nation, in the context of the 
strategy of the Soviet Union and its expansionist schemes in the Third World? 


The whole danger lies in the practices of the Soviet Union and its tools and agents 
and in its concentrated military presence in the waters and territory of South 
Yemen and Addis Ababa. This fact exists and is real, and the meeting among ‘Ali 
Nasir, Mengistu and al-Qadhdhafi was aimed only at conspiring in the context of a 
Soviet plot in which everyone knows the assigned role he is delegated to carry out. 


The gravity of the tripartite alliance lies in the fact that it did not come about 
by chance; rather, it came about as part of a clearly-outlined Soviet scheme that 
had been prepared for with scrupulous care. Here we have the right to wonder who 
is threatening the security of the area and looming over it, who came to occupy 
Afghanistan in order to be close to the Gulf and its oil--indeed, who has been 
zealously aspiring and covetously seeking for a long time to acquire the oil and 
dominate the region. Who indeed is the party interested in disrupting the security 
in the region and shaking its stability? It would be stupid for us to believe what 
"Ali Nasir Muhammad, Mengistu or al-Qadhdhafi say, namely that this alliance is 
meant to cope with increasing military activity in the region on the part of the 
United States of America and other Western countries that are trying to protect 
their oil supplies from the gulf. Even if we assume that that is correct, what 
resources does a small country like South Yemen have for confronting this sort of 
big power in the region? Then, why is South Yemen pre-empting this kind of cause, 
since it itself does not have its own will or independence and is interfering in 
matters that are basically in the jurisdiction of the countries cf the Arab Gulf, 
since South Yemen is a small country and does not have its own will but rather is 
manipulated by a major power and pushed to be a "thorn" in the heart of the Arab 
Gulf countries? The country that is pushing it is the Soviet Union; it wants 
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South Yemen so that it can speak with an Arab voice, and it is the force behind it, 
pushing it and standing behind it as it most loyally and sincerely carries out the 
scheme. 


Three weeks ago Leonid Zamyatin, director of the International Information Department 
in the Soviet Communist Party Central Committee, said, in a statement published by a 
Kuwaiti paper, "There will be no stability in the Gulf as long as there is no con- 
mitment to the declaration of five principles that Brezhnev recently announced," 
What does this statement mean? Doesn't it mean that the Soviet Union is looking 

for a foothold in the region and that it has forcibly intruded through South Yemen 
to shake its security and stability? 


The Arab Gulf countries must be aware of all the plots the Soviet Union is weaving 
with South Yemen, in participation with Addis Ababa, in this region. Our vision 
of stability perforce follows from the fact that this tripartite alliance repre- 
sents a threat to the area. The scheme is now concentrated on two countries, the 
northern segment of the country, that is, the Yemen Arab Republic, and the Sultan- 
ate of Oman--two countries that share land and sea borders with South Yemen. The 
acts of sabotage along the borders of the northern segment have risen to a high 
pitch in past weeks. People's Militia forces in Aden, under the command of Salih 
Muslih, currently minister of defense and previously minister of interior, have 
taken part in launching attacks on the territory of North Yemen. Omani sabotage 
teams, supported by the People's Militia, are making attempts to infiltrate Omani 
soil. On top of all that, South Yemen has mobilized an entire brigade along its 
borders with Oman and has mobilized six brigades along the borders with the north- 
ern segment. What do these mobilizations and acts of aggression mean? They mean 
danger--the danger that is lying in wait for the countries of the region. 


Some Gulf Cooperation Council ccuntries consider that by establishing good rela- 
tions with Aden it will be possible to neutralize it. For years one of the count- 
ries in this council has been gambling on the possibility of reforming the regime 
in Aden, However, this bet failed from the time it was first tried, and the proof 
is that since 1975 Kuwait has been trying to mediate between South Yemen and the 
Sultanate of Oman and this mediation has achieved nothing--rather, South Yemen has 
exploited it as part of its tactics and strategy, which are based on alliance with 
the Soviet Union. It has realized internal gains and built itself up militarily 
and politically, until it has stood on its two feet, acting in a threatening manner 
and allying itself with the Soviet Union and other communist countries in accord- 
ance with the plan that has been set out for taking over the Arab Gulf countries. 


South Yemen signed a military treaty with the Soviet Union on 25 October 1979; at 
that time it was said that this treaty did not have the countries of the area as 
its target. 


What was the gist of this treaty? Soviet fleets entered the waters of the Red Sea 
on the basis of it and the Soviet Union mobilized destructive weapons in South 
Yemen, and this regime became a thorn threatening stability and security, on the 
basis of it. Today a military pact is being signed in accordance with a new Soviet 
scheme whose target is the whele Gulf Cooperatien Council. They will say in 
Aden, if they have not already said, that this treaty is not aimed at the countries 
of the area but rather that it is aimed at imperialism and Zionism. What will they 
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say when the Red Army's feet are threatening and menacing at the gates of the Gulf 
countries? Will they say "This army has come to protect you from imperialist for- 
eign invasion?" At that point the answer would be, "Will we wait for an explanation 
from Aden or will we accept what they have said and pretend not to notice the Red 
Army on Gulf territory?" 


We are fully confident that the Arab Gulf leaders realize the risks of the dangers 
hovering over them and are aware that showing emotions and feelings of brotherhood 
for the national and domestic interest will not ward off dangers. Good intentions 
mean only more damage, especially when these intentions are ones of sympathy with 
communist countries like South Yemen. International communism knows only the 
logic of red violence, even with the people who are closest to it. What are the 
events and the change in faces that have successively occurred in Afghanistan, in 
spite of the marxist natures of these faces, but proof of that! 


The tripartite alliance will continue to carry out the Soviet scheme, and South 
Yemen is the gate through which the Russian bear draws close to the smell of oil. 
There will be nothing this bear will have to do, on its way to drinking the oil, 
except crush all the people standing in its way, even if that involves one or more 
of the countries in the region that have good relations and establish diplomatic 
relations with it. 
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SUDAN 


LIFE OF PROFESSIONAL CAMEL RUSTLERS DESCRIBED 
Cairo AL-WADI in Arabic No 4, Aug 81 pp 68-69 
‘Article: "Al-Hambatah in Sudan" ] 


Text} "Qamus al-Lughah al-'Ammiyah al-Sudaniyah" [The Lexicon of the 
Spoken Language in Sudan] by Dr ‘Awn al-Sharif Qasim states, "Al-Hambatah 
is a term used to refer to professional camel rustlers. A Hanbati (pro- 


nounced with an n) is a camel rustler; also called Hanbuti." 


A few people have compared the work of camel rustlers with the work done by 
pre-Islamic Arab vagabonds who waylaid caravans and robbed the wealthy. In 
a study prepared by Mr Sharaf al-Din al-Amin ‘'Abd-al-Salam of Khartoum 
University in a book which is to be published in the near future, the 
author affirms that camel rustlers in Sudan do not steal anything but 
camels even if they had the chance to steal other valuables. In fact, they 
do not steal sheep or donkeys; they specialize only in stealing camels. 
They consider camel rustling to be an act of courage and chivalry, an act 
that attracts women's affections. Their weapons are rifles, swords and 
speedy female camels. It's been said that a camel rustler once intercepted 
a wedding procession in the desert. He fired his gun in the air, to scare 
those who were celebrating the wedding. Then he stri;ped the women of their 
jewelry and placed their gold in a pile in front of \sam. He then asked the 
women to come to him and to take their gold and their jewelry. After they 
had taken their belongings, he asked them to utter a trilling sound of joy 
as a salute to the camel rustler. All he wanted was to prove to the women 
that the men with them were not worthy of their respect and their approval. 


A camel rustler considers the theft of anything other than camels to be sin- 
ful. Camel rustling, however, is a praiseworthy action. In popular songs 
young women say, "Hambatah shaylin al-Khala, Sayyid Ab wa rawhayn la tijuni 
bilah" [meaning unknown}. 


'Abd-al—-“:lam writes that a camel rustler arms himself with a double-barreled 
shotgun. The al-Hamar tribes, however, call camel thieves al-sarrajah 


saddled camel thieves] because they are always [seen] mounted on the 
saddles of their camels. Their life is one continuous chase. Although some 
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people use the word, Suruji to refer to a saddle maker, a suruji for the 
al-—Hamar tribe is a camel thiet. 


In the area of al-Butanah in East Sudan camel rustlers are called muhajirah 
(migrants]}] because they are always traveling like migrant birds. 


They may also be called al-Nahhadin [the raiders] in East Sudan because 
they carry cut raids and they strike in deserts and desolate areas. Camel 
tustling is a phenomenon that has been linked with a particular age during 
which a Bedouin used to look down upon those who raised cattle or cul- 
tivated land. A Bedouin used to consider raising camels and trading in them 
to be most important business. The most important business that ensued from 
this was that of confronting camel owners publicly and taking those camels 
away from them. For the Bedouin the ideal life was that of tending cattle, 
hunting, individual competition and perpetual motion. The Bedouin rejected 
the life of stability and equanimity. Bedouins spent what they earned from 
rustling camels on their sweethearts who would boas~ of their friendship 
with brave men. Most camel rustlers have a mastery the language and can 
compose popular verse. 


The book contains a large amount of verse by camel rustlers. Most of it 
revolves around subjects that do not differ from those dealt with in old 
Arab poetry: love verse, vainglorious poetry, satire and verse describing 
camels, battles, chases and the desert. 


A camel rustler despises manual labor, farming and tending cattle. In most 
cases he works alone and lives in solitude and in hiding, appearing sud- 
denly in front of his victim. He may resort to terror so he can get good 
camels, but he rarely resorts to direct violence. 


The author toured the prisons of Sudan's provinces, especially in Kordofan, 
where he found some camel rustlers and interviewed them. Their recollec- 
tions and their popular verse formed the subject of his study. The most 
famous camel rustler was al-Tayyib (Wad Dahwiyah). His name is al-Tayyib 
'Abd-al-Qadir Sulayman but he was commonly known as (Wad Dahwiyah), after 
his grandfather. He was born in a village on the eastern banks of the Nile 
near the Umm 'Ali railway station between Khartoum and Port Sudan, and he 
is a member of the (al-—Ja'liyyin) tribe. His early life was quite unevent- 
ful: he went to a religious school; he studied the Koran; and he married 
his cousin at an early age. No one knows why he became a professional 
rustler after that. He left rustling only after he had grown older; he 
repented and devoted himself to prayer. He died in 1943 in Kabushiyah after 
a long life, and he was survived by two daughters. Al-Tayyib is undoubtedly 
the poet laureate of camel rustlers, and wis popular verse is fondly 
memorized and recited by his tribesmen. ‘Abdallah (Wad al-Muqaddam) from 


the (al-Kawahilah) tribe is also a camel rustler and poet. He retired from 
camel rustling and settled down as a farmer in the (al-Sawdaki) project. 
Sharat (Wad al-Mahrab) is one of the most samous camel rustlers in the 


al-Butanah desert. He is one of the older patriarchs of al-Hamidaniyah, 
a 55-year old man who retired from camel rustling and settled in the vil- 
lage of Meheiriba, west of the Dinder River. 
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Among the camel rustlers in Kordofan are Abu Jayb Abu Zayd and his son 

of the Hamar tribe; Hamid Umm Biddah whom the author met in the prison 

of al-Nuhud city; ‘Abdallah Harikah from Abu Zayd, who is also a prisoner 
in al-Nuhud; ‘Awad al-—Karim Ibrahim, a farmer from Dar Hamid; Abu Sarij 

or Musa (Wad Kuku) who died recently; and (Wad Kuku's) daughter who recites 
the verse of camel rustlers who sing the praises of her father's courage 
when he used to saddle his camels and disappear for long periods of time in 
the desert, only to return with the best [specimens of] camels. The poet 
said: "When Abu Sarij rides, he brings back wealth with his cunning." 


However, the question remains, why do those people steal camels? 


The author tried to show and analyze the various aspects of this pheno- 
menon. He reviewed the economic aspect of the phenomenon wherein the 
economy of shepherds is based on raising cattle and camels. But it is the 
camels that are the basis of wealth because camels have a high barter 
value. | Therefore] camel. owners are the wealthy men; they are followed by 
those who own cattle; and after them are the destitute who feel wronged and 
deprived. 


There is rivalry and envy between those who tend cattle and those who tend 
camels. Something akin to that appeared in the history of colonizing 
American territory where a small war was fought between both parties. 
Before Islam vagabonds and vagabond poets appeared on the Arabian desert. 
They used to plunder caravans, and they made no distinction between camels 
and cattle. They stole everything they could steal from the caravans whose 
misfortune led them into the grip of the desert vagabonds. Their primary 
motive was money and nourishment in that desolate environment which they 
portrayed quite realistically in their verse. Camel rustlers had features 
other than those which they shared with the vagabonds. They shared their 
courage, their fortitude and their generosity, but camel rustlers were more 
fond of women and more gentle with them. Camel rustlers did not steal the 
property of orphans or widows. They deliberately challenged people of power 
and did not betray the weak in their raids and plunder operations. 


Behind this is the fact that a camel rustler's tribe does not denounce 
his actions. Deep down in their hearts men wish they were as free and adven- 
turous in the wide open desert as the camel rustlers are. They want to be 


feared by other tribes and admired by women. Camel rustlers are not rejec- 
ted by society. Vagabonds, however, were; they were spurned by Arabs. One 
notices that the verse of Arab vagabonds is almost free of love verse. 
Although a camel rustler's relationship with a woman is a sensual relation- 
ship, the verse composed by the camel rustler in his popular verse depicts 
that relationship in sensitive terms. 


A camel rustler spends his money lavishly in the company of beautiful women 
so he can enjoy himself and drink. Young women sing the praises of camel 
rustlers in their songs. If a camel rustler spends all his money, the lady 
of the house may lend him money which he would pay back when he returns 
with the booty which he also uses to pay for another evening of entertain- 
ment. The author narrates that al-Tayyib (Wad Dahawiyah) was in such a 








pleasurable and entertaining gathering. While everybody was engaged in 
dancing and singing, those whose camels had been stolen surrounded the 
house. (Wad Dahawiyah), however, remained unperturbed, and he asked his 
friends to finish their dancing before his departure to fight the intruders 
and send them away. 


He said, “Finish the dance; the skies may fall later." 


Women played a role in Bedouin society where the number of camels a man 
owned determined his standing in the tribe. Chivalry and generosity were 
values that commanded respect, and a camel rustler had all these charac- 
teristics. 


Camel rustling became extinct when nomad Bedouins settled and shifted their 
activities from tending cattle to farming, when security means developed 
and when powerful vehicles that can travel in rugged terrain entered the 
desert. Airplanes that can spot an ant in the desert were also [brought 
into the picture!], and there was no longer a place where the camel rustler 
could hide from law-men and from the regime. 


Chivalry was no longer feasible in front of fire power. Nevertheless, the 
imbalance in the distribution ct wealth in Bedouin society was still for- 
cing some people to take up theft as a profession. Some took up camel 
rustling to avenge themselves of those who stole their property or their 
herds or to rebel against the authority of foremen and mayors. Their spokes- 
man says: 


"People Like us roam our lands because 
p 
"Mayors sccrn and administrators offend." 


In other words it is better for one to leave a country whose mayors and 
administrators have rejected one. Those who are represented by a camel 
rustler are to stay away from these areas. This is an attempt to avoid a 
confrontation with the mayors and administrators who represent the 
authority in these areas. 


Although a camel rustler may refer to his sweetheart in his verse, his 
camel remains the most important thing in his life since his very life 
depends on it. He addresses his camel and imagines him to be a person who 
senses danger and yearns to settle down. The camel rustler has an ongoing 
conversation with his camel and does not separate himself from what his 
camel may feel. He suffers if his camel is sick, and he eulogizes him if he 
jies just as he would eulogize someone close or dear to him. He attributes 
to the camel names that indicate fortitude, strength and power. 


The phenomenon of camel rustling has almost become extinct in the desert 

of Sudan. It disappeared when conditions that created this phenomenon and 
allowec it to continue for a period of time changed. Camel rustlers who 

sre still alive are now old men living the memories of the past. They have 
become folklore tigures whose stories are told in popular verse. Researchers 
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SYRIA 


ANTI-EGYPTIAN MAGAZINE REPORTS SYRIAN READINESS TO DEFEND LIBYA 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 243, 17 Oct 81 p 20 
/Article by Louis Faris: "Damascus: Syrian Forces Are Preparing to Go to Libya"'/ 


/Text/ Last Monday, in his first followup on the events in Egypt following the 
death of President Anwar al-Sadat, the Syrian president, Hafiz al-Ased, when asked 
about his evaluation of the situation in the Arab region and Egypt, said "We have 
for some time been expecting, and now further expect, that the Camp David agree- 
ments will collapse and will end up as worthless pieces of paper in the actual 
state of Arab life. This is a firm conviction in ovr spirits, and the future will 
ever\‘ually show this." 


When journalists insisted on asking him his personal position on the death of the 
Egyptian president, he refused /to comment/ stating, "From the personal standpoint 
the matter is not important and I do not intend to comment on it.' He then went on 
to say, "I have talked about President al-Sadat in the past. All I can sey now is 
that al-Sadat, in what he did, did not perform good work for the Arab nation." The 
Syrian president was ta'king to journalists in his summer residence in Latakia in- 
mediately upon concluding political talks that lasted 2 days with the former 
Lebanese president, Sulayman Franjiyah, who had ari.ved Sunday morning in the com- 
pany of his son Robert Franjiyah. Taking part in the talks were a number of Syrian 
ministers, including Foreign Minister ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, as well as the chief 
of the general staff, Gen Hikmat al-Shihabi. 


With regard to these negotiations, the Syrian leader declared, "The only way to a 
solution to the problem in Lebanon will be through reconciliation among the 
Lebanese parties. This is what we have striven for and are striving for, and 
anyone opposing the reconciliation process will suffer great disappointment and 
loss." 


The Syrian president's statements came at a time when Syria, through its official 
media, was repeating its violent criticisms of the existing regime in Egypt and 
launching attacks on "President al-Sadat's legacy" and the Sudan. 


The p .itical commentator accused President al-Numayri of making preparations to 


start a war with the Libyan Jamhiriyah in conjunction with the new Egyptian regime 
and with the broad support of the United States. 
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In the course of this, information among diplomatic circles in the Syrian capital 
dwelt on the news that Syria was preparing to send units of its army to Libya. 

Some of these sources stated that these forces could reach a strength of two armored 
brigades and that people in these forces had gone into utmost readiness to travel 

by sea at any moment to Libya on three Russian vessels which the Soviet Union has 
agreed to place at the disposal of the two Arab countries to that end. 


Other diplomatic sources have said that the Syrian troops will not move their 
weapons along with them because the agreement concluded between Gen Hikmat al- 
Shihabi, the Syrian chief of staff, and Lt Col Abu Bakr Yunus, Libyan chief of 
staff, during the latter's visit to Damascus last month, stipulated that the Syrian 
troops would receive all their weapons and material as soon as they reached Libyan 
soil. 


It is worth mentioning that official sources in Damascus, up to the time of publi- 
cation of this issue, have not confirmed or denied this diplomatic information. 
Rather, the diplomatic sources have gone on to confirm what President al-Asad de- 
clared in his latest speech, the gist of which was: "The Syrian army will fight 
alongside the Libyan army in the event Libya is exposed to any aggression." 


The diplomats also have testified that the Syrian leader announced on this sub ject 
last Monday "The Libyan Jamahiriyah is a main target of imperialism and Zionism 
and the plot against Libya will remain in effect, but we will defeat the hostile 
schemes." 


Here the political circles are dominated by the belief that Egypt's return to Arab 
ranks is still far off because a radical change in Egyptian policy is needed and 
the demise of President al-Sadat, in the opinion of an official Syrian source, con- 
stitutes "just a step along the road to Egypt's return to Arab ranks." 




















UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


LOCAL BANKER DISCUSSES CURRENT FISCAL PROBLEMS 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic Jun 81 p 88 


/Article: "Director General of the Banque De Paris et Pays-Bas: The Banks between 
Two Evils--the Interest Ceiling and Maintenance of Clients!/ 


/Text/ How can one continue to keep maintaining the ceiling on interest in the 
emirates, in light of the great wave of increases in worldwide interest rates, at 
a time when depositors’ awareness of the realities of the market and their demand 
for a high interest on their money are increasing? Here is a conversation on this 
problem and on banking activity affairs in the emirates with Mr George Thabit, 
director general of the Banque De Paris et Pays-Bas (Paribas) in Abu Dhabi: 


Question: What are the effects of the great rise in worldwide interest rates on 
the local market and on bank activities, especially in the realm of liquidity’ 


Answer: It has become apparent that agent depositors at all levels have become 
well-informed about the vicissitudes of the worldwide interest rates, and it has 
also become apparent to them that the discrepancies between the interest paid on 
local and foreign currency are very great. Therefore we see the majority of cli- 
ents demanding that their deposits in local currency is transferred to deposits in 
foreign currency so that they can benefit from the difference. This reduces the 
liquidity of the banks in local currency, increases demand for this currency among 
the banks and raises the interest on it. For the banks to be able to preserve 
their liquidity and their credit policies, they are compelled to borrow from for- 
eign markets at worldwide interest rates, and here is where the problem lies, 
since the cost of these deposits, in spite of the "swapping" facilities the central 
bank places at the disposal of local banks, remains very high and consequently tte 
borrowing cost to the creditor agent also becomes very high. 


For the banks to continue to protect their sound positions and to continue to play 
their role in stimulating and developing the economic situation, they must create 
a balance between the interest rate on borrowing and the facilities granted to 
agents, since they normally resort to demanding facilities from other banks. One 
should bear in mind that the interest rate on such loans is subject to the market 
rate, which also is the case in the financing operations that more than one bank 
take part in, and is subject to the floating interest rates that are calculated 
each time in accordance with the rates prevailing in the market, based on the 
terms of the contract itself. In loans of this type, local banks generally suffer 
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from agents’ insistence on reducing the interest rates on loans, and this sometimes 
compels them to grant terms at a loss in order to keep the agents. One must re- 
member that the central bank has spelled out an interest rate on lending with re- 
spect to amounts of less than 5 million dirhams. 


Interest on the deposits in excess of that amount is kept free, and the same goes 
for the amounts the banks deal with. For this reason the interest rate on the 
dirham rises when interest on the dollar rises. The goal of this wise policy is 
to get capital to stay at home and encourage it to remain. 


Question: What are the most conspicuous problems facing banking activity in the 
country? 


Answer: Perhaps the most conspicuous problems facing banking activity in the 
country are: 


1. The lack of a system for concentrating risks in the central bank. This is the 
main problem facing the local banks, which are unable to understand and study the 
real conditions of their agents; this causes them a great deal of difficulty in 
their daily transactions. 


2. The lack of banking specialization increases burdens on commercial banks. The 
government has established the Real Estate Bank and is in the process of establish- 
ing the Industrial Bank. 


3. The lack of commercial laws to regulate commercial and banking transactions. 


4. The lack of local banking staffs. It is our intention to advance the notion 
of training some young university people in banking activities. 


5. The municipalities of the government, and the chambers of commerce and industry, 
embrace the notion of a commercial registry, which is to be considered an integrated 
journal showing the legal status of all companies and organizations in the country. 


Question: Cases have been brought before the judiciary where the plaintiffs demand 
that the courts agree that they can refrain from paying interest on loans they have 
acquired from banks. What is your comment, especially since the judiciary has 
agreed that interest is not to be paid ina similar situation? 


Answer: The statement on this subject by Shaykh Surur ibn Muhammad, chairman of 
the board of the Central Bank, has had a good effect. In it, he stressed that the 
civil courts were competent to review banking cases and apply the specific terms 
of contracts concluded between agents and banks. This statement is equivalent to 
an attempt to rule on the dispute that exists on this subject and to stress of- 
ficials' concern to adopt modern laws that are in keeping with international de- 
velopments, in order to establish a firm economy. Had this situation been at- 
tended to, this precedent would have been a decisive blow for the banking system. 
As is well known, banks borrow in order to lend, and prohibiting them from a rate 














of interest means compelling them to close their doors. This is clear to the 


Central Bank and has been observed in its memoranda to the banks and in the laws 
it issued in past years. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GOVERNMENT TAKES STEPS TO RESOLVE INTEREST RATE DISCREPANCIES 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic Jun 81 p 88 


/Article: "Al-Hadi al-Warfalli, Director General of the Arab Investment Bank: 
Government Expectations Caused Banks in the Emirates To Avoid a Serious Liquidity 
Crisis"/ 


/Text/ The most conspicuous problem in banking activity in the state of the emir- 
ates is the presence of a large number of banks in the country. However, the estab- 
lishment of a central bank will greatly alleviate. “he severity of this phenomenon. 
Here is a meeting with al-Hadi al-Warfalli, direcior general of the Arab Investment 
Bank in Abu Dhabi: 


Question: What have been the most prominent banking developments in the state of 
the emirates and the Gulf area? 


Answer: The most prominent banking and mone.ary developments the state of the emir- 
ates witnessed in 1980 were the establishment of the Central Bank and its commence- 
ment of activity. 


In the context of the region, the most important event in 1980 was the establish- 
ment of the Arab Banking Organization in Behrain, in which the state of the emir- 
ates, the Libyan Jamahiriyah and Kuwait took part. 


Question: What is your comment on what is being said about the inadequacy of bank 
oversight in the state of the emirates? 


Answer: The fact that the state's central bank is performing its well known tasks 
is in itself oversight over the activities of the commercial banks and financial 
institutions that are subject to the Central Bank. One might mention that the 
authorities in the state support the Central Bank's effort to create ‘sound bases 
for banking activity in the state, and this is a situation that has been discussed 
as a sound approach and a factor for banking stability. 


Question: Have the competent monetary authorities taken specific measures to 
avoid monetary fluctuations and control the monetary situation? 
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Answer: People following the vicissitudes of the world money markets will observe 
that the price of the dollar, in its role as the main currency for monetary transac- 
tions in the world, has started to fluctuate. It is necessary to point out that 
the number of local banks conducting transactions in international money markets is 
small in comparison with the large number of commercial banks in the state of the 
emirates. However, a study by government officials on the conditions of liquidity 
in the commercial banks and the difficulties facing these banks have caused them 

to pass a number of decrees that have been a factor in providing liquidity for the 
banks. The decree to refinance real estate through the Ministry of Finance and 
Industry was made for this reason, and this is what has kept the local banks from 
being as greatly affected as they were in the past by international interest rates. 


Question: What are the most outstanding problems facing banking activity in the 
state of the emirates? 


Answer: The most outstanding problem facing banking activity, in my opinion, is 
the presence of this large number of commercial banks in the country. This natur- 
ally leads to some excesses on the part of some banks, especially in providing ser- 
vices to agents, and transgressing against many of the rules and responsibilities 
of the profession. 


Question: In light of these facts, hcw do you view the future of banking activity 
in the state of the emirates? 


Answer: The state of the emirates is a country that enjoys a distinctive status 
in the world of finance and the economy. The availability of great resources has 
made the future of banking activity bright, especially since the Central Bank is 
now engaged in total oversight over commercial banks and is setting forth outlines 
for putting the banking process on its proper path. 


Question: How do you conceive the role of the commercial banks in investing the 
oil states' financial surpluses. 


Answer: Oil surpluses are generally in the hands of governmental or quasi-govern- 
mental banks and financial institutions, and I believe that sia: local banks are 
cooperating with some Arab ones in investing these surpluses. 


Question: What is your opinion on some clients’ request that they refrain from 
paying interest on the loans they have obtained, on grounds that that conflicts 
with Islamic law? 


Answer: The subject of bank interest is stirring up debate and dispute in the 
country's banking sector, and some official bodies have presented views and recom- 
mendations; the Central Bank has played a part in this regard, recently issuing 
material reassuring the banking system, to the effect that the special cases bear- 
ing on interest should be the area of competence of the civil judiciary and should 


be reviewed in accordance with the stipulations of agreements, as long as they are 
to the parties concerned. This is essentially what the banks have sought to en- 


dorse and establish. I consider that these latest decrees will be a factor for 
stability in banking activity. 
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